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Peoria/ debate 


from the bulletin crew 


proposal for 2002 


Here’s our second and last issue of the 
Internal Bulletin. 


We offer a heartfelt apology to anyone 
who expected to see this about three 
months ago, and for whom some of the 
material seems way outdated. After a 
year of scrounging for energy and for 
material, we have some suggestions to 
make about how to make our Network 


publications more useful and easier to 
handle. 


The Internal Bulletin was started in 1994 
or 1995 - way back when email was 
hard to get and people wanted a way to 
share news and reports. Now almost 
anyone who wants that kind of interac- 
tion with other ARA folks can have it 
over email. Yeah, there are still problems 
with “accessibility” — it's easier for some 
people fo use email than others. But it’s 
also hard to photocopy and mail dozens 
of 30 page magazines every few 
months. 


erwards concerning ' Violence” 


So - we figure that email is a good 
place to have political discussion and 
share news. In the public realm, PART’s 
“Turning the Tide” and Chicago's new 
“Research Bulletin” are excellent publica- 
tions for information-sharing, news, and 
debate. Toronto’s “On the Prowl” consis- 
tently has news from across Canada and 
we want to expand that section even 
more. 


So what's the point of the Internal 
Network Bulletin? Well - it’s a piece of 
history; a hard copy of some debates 
that happen only over email; cool graph- 
ics (sometimes!); it’s the only record of 
what happens at the Network 
Conferences; it's a good way to intro- 
duce the Network to new people; it 
makes us feel connected to each other. 


We suggest that this year, Montreal co- 
ordinate a “Report from the 
Conference”... and try to get it out 
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before xmas. It wouldn't be hard if the 
facilitators for each workshop were 
responsible for writing up a couple paro- 
graphs about what was discussed at 
their workshop - that could go with the 
notes from the plenaries and voila! we'd 
be set. 


Then, another chapter could take on pro- 
ducing a sort of “Annual Report” by next 
September, in timeforthe 2002 Network 


Conference. 


We'd suggest that the “Annual Report” 
include updates from the different regions 
in the Network, and rundowns on the 
Warchest and ARA-Store. And the Report 
crew would also point out any unre- 
solved debates and unfinished business. 
Finally, it could include any proposals for 
the Conference. 


ARA-Toronto 


Conference 


Announcement 
2001, Montreal 


YOUTH AGAINST HATE: THE 8TH 
ANNUAL ANTIRACIST ACTION NET- 
WORK CONFERENCE Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada Friday, October 19- 
Sunday, October 21, 2001 


From October 19-21, 2001, MontrEal 
will host YOUTH AGAINST HATE - the 
8th annual Anti-Racist Action (ARA) 
Network Conference. The conference will 
attract over 250 youth from all across 
Canada, the United States and Europe. 
The focus of the gathering is to strength- 
en ARA's work in exposing, opposing 
and confronting the organized racist 
right, in the context of discussing the 
real, day-to-day issues and experiences 
of racism, sexism, homophobia and 
other forms of bigotry encountered and 
combatted by youths themselves. 


This will be the largest anti-racist youth 
conference held in North America and 
will provide a crucial opportunity for 
youth from different communities to come 
together to discuss bigotry and discrimi- 
nation as it relates to their lives and 
effective ways to counter hatred. 


Every component of the conference, from 
what workshops will be offered to the 
decision-making structure of the plenaries 
to the entertainment and food provided 
to conference attendees, will be decided 
upon by the youth involved in the confer- 
ence. 


WHAT IS THE ANTLRACIST ACTION 
NETWORK? 


In 1987, a group of young people in 
Minneapolis experiencing problems with 
racism formed the first chapter of Anti- 
Racist Action (ARA). They began a mili- 
tant and highly successful campaign of 
direct action against white supremacist 
recruitment and activities in the Twin 


Cities. Their model of action soon 
caught on in other cities, where like- 
minded youth began forming other ARA 
chapters. 


In 1994, a network of anti-racist organi- 
zations, including several ARA chapters, 


l _ formed the Midwest Anti-Fascist Network 


(MAFNET) at a conference in Columbus, 
Ohio The following year, MAFNET 
changed its name and structure to 
become the Anti-Racist Action Network. 
Six years later, the ARA Network has 
established and maintained chapters in 
over 200 communities in the United 
States, Canada and South America. 
Member chapters of the ARA Network 
are entirely autonomous and decide for 
themselves what activities and issues they 
will take on in their communities. All 
ARA Network chapters subscribe to the 
Anti-Racist Action Points Of Unity, From 
its ouset, membership in ARA has been 
mainly people between the ages of 15- 
25. ARA is unique among anti-racist 


l _ organizations in that it has been almost 


entirely organized, funded and directed 
by people in this age range. 


For more information on ARA, please 
see: Www.antiracistaction.ca. 


IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND THE CON- 
FERENCE OR WOULD LIKE MORE 
INFORMATION 


Additional information regarding YOUTH 
AGAINST HATE - The 8th Annual Anti- 
Racist Action Network Conference, as 
well as an on-line registration form, can 
be found at: 


www.antiracistaction.ca/conference 


` We encourage anyone interested in this 


important social issue to consider attend- 
ing the conference. 
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FIGHT 
SEXISM! 


FIGHT 
RACISM! 


FIGHT THE REAL ENEMY... 





Fighting the Next War, 


not the last one 


by Michael Novick, People Against Racist Terror 


It has been said that generals are always 
preparing to fight the last war. In this 
case, it looks like the generals and spy- 
masters are way out in front fighting the 
next one, while it is we on the left and 
in the peace movement who are fighting 
the last one. Compared to what we are 
entering on, the Gulf War or even the 
Vietnam War were only skirmishes. We 
are facing a colossal political watershed. 
Bush, Cheney et al have lied about many 
things over the past weeks, but they have 
told one truth - this is going to be a 

long, total war, and the terrain on which 
we struggle has been fundamentally 
changed. It establishes the groundwork 
for all on-going struggles, in the US, 
Canada and throughout Bush's global 
"coalition" of states. 


Nonetheless, if we allow Bush to set the 
terms and definitions of the struggle - for 
example, if we attempt to define our- 
selves reactively and exclusively as a 
peace movement, or to subsume all our 
efforts into anti-war activism - then | think 
that we will have lost the battle before 
we begin it. We would have allowed 
Bush et al to wipe the slate clean of all 
our successes and growth in the recent 
period in taking an initiative against the 
state and capital, against the empire. 
This would allow Bush to solidify the tem- 
porary "national unity" he has achieved, 
and to successfully use the brand of "ter- 
rorist" to launch a new McCarthyism 
domestically with even sharper teeth than 
cold-war anti-communism or COINTEL- 


PRO. 


Bush has launched a program and cam- 
paign comparable in scope to World 
War Il or to the Cold War. The shadowy 
and malleable nature of the enemy is 
perfectly suited to his purposes, and the 
war will be waged domestically as well 
as throughout the rest of the empire. In 
response to the mirror image "lines in the 
sand" drawn by Bush and Bin Laden, we 
need to declare our opposition to the fas- 


cist terror and war of both Bush and Bin 
Laden, and we need to put forward.an 
analysis and program for dealing with 
both. We must put forward non-state 
methods for dealing with fundamentalist 
terror. This terror is in no way revolution- 
ary. Read Bin Laden's statements, in 
which he calls for the American people 
to put in place a "nationalist" govern- 
ment. Look at Bin Laden's practice, 
beginning with his terror assaults on 
coeducational education in Afghanistan. 
He is no friend or ally of the world's peo- 
ple. But we cannot accept imperial war 
and state terror as an answer or 
response, nor can we ally or align our- 
selves as a loyal left wing of Bush's coali- 
tion. 


What can we put forward as a 
revolutionary program against 
ferror? 


1. Civilian-based defense domesti- 
cally against terror. 

The empire has demonstrated its inability 
to deter terror attacks on the U.S. (or 
possibly its complicity in them). War is a 
guarantee of more terror here, and the 
precautionary security measures have 
been self-evidently unresponsive to the 
threats and possibilities. We need to be 
involved in active, grass roots community 
self-defense efforts - if we are not, they 
will become a province of right wing 
mass organizing and base-building and 
for bréeding racist paranoia. We must 
pose this as a clear alternative to the 
state program, not an adjunct. Such civil- 
ian based defense established on a 
sound basis can also deal with orgo- 
nized racist terror, or police abuse, or 
with rescue and recovery in the event of 
disaster. 


2. Solidarity with the Afghani 
people 

in particular material aid to RAWA, the 
Revolutionary Association of the Women 
of Afghanistan, which has been strug- 
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gling in clandestinity within Afghanistan 
and among Afghan refugees for a demo- 
cratic secular society, providing educa- 
tion and health care. We must pose this 
as clearly opposed to the US alliance 
with the reactionaries of the Northern 
Alliance. 


3. Alliances with social revolution- 
ary forces in the Muslim and Arab 
world. 

The US and Israel promoted and 
financed the creation of Islamic funda- 
mentalism as a strategic attempt to divide 
and divert the Arab masses in Palestine, 
in the reactionary Arab regimes, and 
elsewhere in predominantly Muslim soci- 
eties. This is well-documented. It hap- 
pened in Palestine with Hamas, in Iran 
with Khomeini, and in Afghanistan with 
Bin Laden and the various mujaheddin 
factions (whether Taliban, Northern 
Alliance, etc). We must seek out the 
authentically revolutionary and anti-impe- 
rialist forces in those societies, learn from 
them and build solidarity with them. 


4. Opposition to state terror by 
the U.S. government 

and its NATO and other allies, such as 
Israel, Turkey and the reactionary Arab 
regimes like Saudi Arabia or the emi- 
rates; and opposition to racist terror 
inside the US. This includes identifying 
and opposing the terror components in 
all 2-1/2 wars the pentagon is fighting, 
such as in Colombia. 


5. Projecting a global vision of 
decolonization and human libera- 
tion, a redefinition and redistribu- 
tion of wealth. 

This involves reasserting all the issues of 
corporate domination, environmental 
devastation, and domestic and interna- 
tional (neo}colonialism that we were rais- 
ing prior to September 11, and that hold 
true even more in its wake. Reasserting 
our people's globalization movement, in 
which oppressed and exploited people in 
all countries began to learn from and 
about each other and to make common 
cause. War and international relations 
are too important to leave to the gener- 
als and diplomats. We must create a 
new grass-roots, non-hierarchical "inter- 
national." 


6. Developing methods of strug- 
gle that sink roots, 
diversify and integrate our movement 


with popular resistance, below the radar 
of state surveillance and disruption. The 
empire's drive towards war and a police 
state will clearly not easily be deterred 
and we can anticipate that the arena for 
open, public and legal struggles will be 
severely curtailed. We have to foster 
struggles for cultural and political inde- 
pendence and transformation, for deal- 
ing with protracted and growing eco- 
nomic deprivation, for sustaining and 
building movements under conditions of 
incarceration and intimidation. The class, 
racial, gender and national contradic- 
tions that plagued our society - and our 
movement - prior to the hijackings and 
attacks did not vanish; in fact they will 
be increasingly exacerbated by war and 
fascism. We have to unite oppressed and 
exploited people on the basis of solidari- 
ty and internationalism and to recognize 
that white supremacy and identification 
with the oppressor continue to be central 
obstacles to such unity. 


Who are t 


Many are now scratching their heads, 
trying to make sense of the fact that for 
years the U.S. government and particu- 
larly the C.I.A., had working relation- 
ships with Islamic fundamentalists all over 
the Muslim world. 

North American anti-fascists have 
a lot to contribute towards understanding 
the purpose of these alliances. We can 
look at our governments’ relation to the 
extreme right in our own countries. 

In 1994, Canadians learned that 
since 1989, the Canadian Security and 
Intelligence Service (CSIS) had paid 
Grant Bristow to infiltrate the fascist 
Heritage Front. Bristow played a leader- 
ship role within the Front. In that position, 
he helped build the organization, even 
as he collected information about all the 
key players. Furthermore, one of his spe- 
cific tasks was collecting information 
about the antifascist opposition to the 
Front. 

Meanwhile, neo-nazi terrorists 
harassed, threatened, beat up and other- 
wise terrorized a whole range of people 


Such a program is the only valid basis 
for opposing the imperialist war. There is 
no problem of the chicken and egg here. 
We can't oppose the terror without 
opposing the war, nor can we effectively 
oppose the war without opposing the ter- 
ror. Doing both says we are acting inde- 
pendently of the state and the empire as 
we must now and in the future. 


Implementing our program allows us to 
demarcate ourselves clearly from terror- 
ism, to put forward a politically and 
morally consistent opposition to all forms 
of terror, and to avoid the pitfalls of a 
purely’ pacifist response that will con- 
demn our movement to ineffectiveness 
and irrelevance. There is an unease with 
Bush and his war, but people seriously 
want to know what else they can do. 
Unless we speak directly to that need, 
we will be (rightly) dismissed. 


Even more so than under Reagan/Bush 
and Thatcher, the empire is relying on 


e real ene 


in our.communities - everyone from ran- 
dom people of colour, to left-wing youth, 
to women’s shelter workers, to Black 
community activists. 

When Bristow’s role was exposed, 
the Front disintegrated internally. An 
objective observer could conclude that 
the Canadian state first permitted and 
encouraged the Front to grow and pros- 
per, and then pulled the plug. There are 
countless examples of this kind of “infil 
tration” of the extreme right by sympa- 
thetic state agents in North America. 

Can we say that the state uses 
fascists as a battering ram against 
communities in general, and against left- 
wing opposition in particular? And how 
much more true is this in the Muslim 
world, where communist and left-wing 
forces are not allowed to exist, and are 
repressed alternatively by dictatorial 
regimes and fundamentalist social move- 
ments - both backed by American busi- 
ness interests and the C.I.A.? 

ARA’s longstanding position, that 
we can not rely on the state to protect 
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the concept that There Is No Alternative 
[TINA] - or perhaps, more pointedly, that 
terror is the only alternative to the empire 
state, and that the empire state is the 
only alternative to terror. Our task centers 


on breaking through that deadly duop- 
oly. 


We can anticipate that the war will not 
immediately resurrect the economy and 
that widespread unemployment in the 
context of the drastically reduced social 
safety net, and a renewed fiscal crisis - 
especially for state and local govern- 
ments - will provide ample opportunities 
for social, political and economic strug- 
gle over housing, education, jobs, pris- 
ons, police abuse, health care, etc etc. In 
this context, we must put forward a fun- 
damental critique of capitalism, imperial- 
ism and colonialism as they function both 
inside and outside the United States, and 
a vision of creating a sustainable and lib- 
erated society in their place. 


les? 


ourselves from the fascists, flows naturally 
into a position against war in Central 
Asia. How can we trust our governments 
to be fighting on the right side of this 
war, when they have been in bed with 
their supposed enemies all this time? 

The real enemy of America and its 
allies is not the Islamic fundamentalist 
movement. The real enemies of the 
American state (but not of the people!) 
are the left-wing social movements - 
everyone who fights for women's rights, 
education, health care, redistribution of 
land, a living wage, and against mili- 
tarism and police brutality. 

As antifascists, we are defending 
those social movements. We are defend- 
ing the political space, to imagine a 
world without coercion and exploitation. 

And we are very specifically 
defending women, who demand more 
than the “choice” of either super-exploito- 
tion under capitalist globalization - or 
slavery under religious fundamentalism. 
We have to demand more than this non- 
choice - for our own survival. - Kris/TO 





| would like to propose at this years' 
ARA conference, there can be two 


and hostile environments for women 
(due to sexual violence, "gender 
dynamics at meetings", ect) in the 
network, one for men and one for 
women, and then some time where 
each group reports back its discus- 
sion points to each other and an 


separate discussion groups on sexism 


Proposal for anti-sexist discussion groups 


open discussion ensues about how 
we can all do better. 


| think it would be useful for the initial 
conversations to happen in separate 
groups, because folks who might not 
feel safe speaking, especially women 
who have had difficulities with sexism 
in their chapters or with specific 
chapters or women who may have 


Background discussion 


Kris wrote: 


| was (re)thinking about the 
COARA/KTBONB stuff recently - oddly 
enough, after reading ARA Chicago's 
TOTALLY AWESOME "Research Bulletin". 
[Very impressive, worthwhile. The short 
reports by city were excellent. Must be 
expensive! how do you afford it?] 
Chicago wrote: 
"It is no accident that the Las Vegas mur- 
ders, along with splits in several impor- 
tant chapters, marked the beginning of a 
decline for ARA in size and activity." 


No doubt - the Vegas murders were dis- 
empowering and discouraging to many 
ARA folks. | have heard several people 
say that ARA's inadequate response 

- undermined their confidence in the group 
and made them worried that nobody 
would have their backs if something real- 
ly serious happened. Fair enough. It's a 
challenge to overcome those weakness- 
es. 


But when | think of the "decline" of ARA - 
- | remember the Columbus conference in 
October 1998, three months after the 
murders. We should have used the con- 
ference to debate and plan a solid strate- 


gy for taking back Vegas. 


But instead, we had to deal with the fact 
that a man had raped a woman in the 
Columbus chapter, that the woman did 
not get satisfactory action from the chap- 
ter, and that the woman's supporters felt 
like their only option was to totally dis- 


rupt an important gathering to make the 
woman's voice heard. | think that what 
those supporters did was shitty - but ulti- 
mately the blame for this lies with the 
rapist, with those in the chapter who did- 
n't take the woman seriously, and with 
the whole rape culture that made him 
think he could get away with it. 


Furthermore, | know that our chapter, 
and our region, did not go into decline 
until the summer of 1999, a year later, 
and it had nothing to do with Vegas. We 
were stronger than ever, at least we 
thought we were, until we had to deal 
with a bunch of sexual assault garbage 
that totally sapped our energy. 


Sexual assault is an attack on the basic 
human dignity of both women and men - 
and also our political effectiveness - not 
unlike ‘nazi murders and police repres- 
sion. And whether we have the correct 
line or not, whether we are effective or 
not in confronting it - it takes energy and 
resources to resist in the face of any of 
these attacks. But if we want to do this 
work, we have no choice except to keep 
fighting, evaluating, and fighting again. 


Does anyone else see things this way? 
kris, Toronto 

Michael wrote: 

| think kris is on the mark here. Actually 


there was quite a lot of discussion in 
Chicago at the research meeting about 
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been sexually harrassed or assaulted 


by other ARA affiliated activists. 


Lastly, if people feel comfortable with 
it, maybe some of the discussions that 
happened on the girls list around sex- 
ism could be discussed as well. 


Sheila 














an underestimation in the ARA network 
of the extent of the "war against women" 
and of the importance of opposing male 
violence. | think Toronto has been exem- 
plary in bringing such issues to the fore 
in ARA, and although | hear that it was 
debilitating to have to deal with it, the 
frankness and clarity with which T.O. 
brought their struggles against male sexu- 
al violence to the network at the Detroit 
conference helped us all understand 
more deeply and begin to pick the net 
work up off the floor. | would note that 
similar issues have come up in this past 
year on the east coast, within the anar- 
chist scene in DC and impacting on sev- 
eral collectives and conferences (and 
recently rehashed in a flame war on the 
la anarchist email list) and there was 
also an incident at a recent anti-authori- 
tarian west coast strategy conference 
here in L.A. that had a very negative 
impact on the conference and on the 
local organizing group (along with other 
negative "gender dynamics" that tended 
to shut down women's leadership and 
participation. 


making ARA a network.that respects, 
appeals to and is led by women is an 
important priority for our survival and 
growth. For example, ARA Louisville has 
been instrumental in setting up the 
Southern Girls network and conferences, 
but | don't believe that ARA itself has 
been able to offer a home to this vital 
movement, even though we have talked 
repeatedly about the importance of ARA 
growing in the southeastern US. Male 
chauvinism was a key weakness that 
stalled the sixties liberation struggles. 


-Michael, PART. 









- More discussion on sexism - a 
reprint from the women’s list 


The heated discussion surrounding what is 
or what isn't sexist prompted a bit of dis- 
cussion on the girl list. First of all, thanks 
to the men who took a stand and said a 
lot of really important and supportive 
things. It was nice to feel like this isn't just 
our fight. Unfortunately though, there 
were a lot of really messed up things that 
were said and need to be dealt with. We 
are so quick to jump on others outside the 
Network, for instance ARA TEXAS, but we 
are sometimes not as able to deal with 
those same tendancies and ideas perpetu- 
ated INSIDE the network. There was dis- 
cussion about whether this issue should 
have taken up all the space in the inboxes 
that it did. It was pretty messed up that 
that was the interpretation. Did it ever 
occur to all the men that freely post to the 
list that maybe it is not an environment 
that women feel safe enough to open up 
to? Did it ever occur that something is 
WRONG with that? Did it ever occur that 
maybe this crap about wondering if it's 
important enough to discuss is one of the 
things that keeps women from taking a 
more active role? 


A lot of Justin's comments were really, 
really fucked up, but | don't want this to 
seem like a personal attack. He merely 
vocalized how many men in ARA act. His 
comments epitomize why women leave 
ARA. And to some extent they epitomize 
why ARA is so white. If we are serious 
about being in this fight against oppres- 
sion we need to take a good, hard look at 
ourselves internally and make the changes 
in ourselves that are necessary. It sucks. 
Nobody wants to be part of the problem, 
but it needs to happen. Otherwise, plain 
and simple, we are full of shit. And 
women will keep getting involved and 
leaving feeling disgusted. That is what's 
happening over and over. It's happening 
now. ls it happening in your city and you 
just don't see it? 


On to the comments... 

"im sick of people being so quick to jump 
on men for being sexist, but when a 
woman makes a fucked up comment (or 


even in this case one that is accidently 
phrased wrong) its a totaly different story 
because people precive sexism (along with 
racism, etc) as being one sided. the truth 
is, men suffer from the effects of sexism as 
well." -Justin 


First of all, if a man makes a sexist com- 
ment then calling him on it isn't ‘jumping’ 
on him. This statement implies that 
responding to sexism is somehow an 
empty, reactionary response instead of a 
valid way to help solve a problem. If 
someone says or does something fucked 
up then they need to be made aware of it 
or else they will never get a chance to 
change. Secondly, no one is saying that 
sexism only effects women. Michael 
Novick had a great post that responded to 
this. It's true that men have a hard time 
with sexism. We need to fight this togeth- 
er. But that does not mean that we excuse 
comments and actions that are sexist. 





"so many people on this list scapegoat 
worse than most racists i've had the dis- 
pleasure of speaking with. you aren't 
seeking solutions, you just want to point 
the finger. you want to say that men are 
solely responsible for sexism and pretty 
much everything else that goes wrong in 
this world2"-justin 


What the fuck? If a man says something 
sexist they need to be told. They aren't 
some hapless victims that need to be felt 
bad for. No one is saying men are evil. 
But men do perpetuate sexism and patri- 
archy. They need to take responsibility for 
it and act towards solving the problem, 
not spend their time complaining about 
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how it's not fair. 


"a lot women that are supposedly fighting 
against sexism participate in giving men 
their insecurity complexes. "so and so has 
a small cock... so and so is a looser... so 
and so is bad in ibed". "-justin 


People being mean and petty is totally dif- 
ferent than sexism. | think that many peo- 
ple have no idea how sexism is perpetuat- 
ed. That's why there have been so many 
ignorant comments going around on this 
list. This is a problem we need to work on. 
For real. 


"how do you think men react when that 
kind of shit goes around about us? if we 
don't want to be seen as being weak or 
overly emotional, which would make us 
the target for every guy trying to prove 
himself, then we have to hold in our emo- 
tions and eventualy break down and cry 
in private... alone and ashamed. trying 
to break out of that is a long hard road 
and even when you do break out, you are 
still labled a sexist, a macho asshole, etc 
etc etc because of the fact you were born 
with a penis."-justin 


Sexism includes not only the treatment of 
women, but a set of beliefs and practices 
about how men behave which are also 
oppressive and brutalizing to other men. - 


Michael Novick 


“women may have positions of control in 
some sectors (government)'-justin (this 
comment was made to prove that sexism 
isn't really a problem because women can 


hold office) 


So because a woman can get into office, 
patriarchy doesn't exist? Come on! It's 
almost scary how out of touch with sexist 
issues some people are. It's this ignorance 
and the fact that we are not dealing with 
this ignorance that drives women out of 
ARA. And it's this ignorance in our soci- 
ely in general that keeps women 
oppressed. WAKE UP! Sexism isn't as 
simple as not existing if a woman gets a 
good job. Would you say that because 
African Americans are no longer publicly 
getting attacked by dogs and water hoses 
that racism doesn't exist? Of course not! 
This is a complex issue. 


Melissa 


Website Proposal 


OK, I've been talking this over with some 
other people, and now I'd like to pro- 
pose that we take down the website at: 
www.aranet.org, which is mirrored at: 
www.antiracistaction.com and 
www.antiracistaction.net. 


Why? Because the site is supposed to 
be the main site for the Network, but it's 
still unfinished and it hasn't been updat- 
ed in over two years. Because despite 
people at last year's conference promis- 
ing to update it, nothing's been done. 


Because |'m tired of seeing emails from 
people that went to the site there to get 
information on ARA and were left won- 
dering what was up. Because it pains me 
when | see emails from racists that brag 
that we don't even have it together to fin- 
ish our main website. 


Bottom line: those that started to do the 
site never finished it and are never going 
to finish it, must less keep it updated. 
Two years is too long to wait for it to be 
finished. We need to take it down. 


ARA-Store Report 


OK, the boneheads on ebay caught on 
to us over the past month and pulled 
some shady shit. Like setting up ebay 
account soley to overbid on our auctions 
and then not pay. Like getting our auc- 
tions pulled for "violating ebay's user 
policy" because of the word "nazi" or 
the display of a swastika (nevermind that 
the whole term in our auction: was "ANTI- 
nazi" or that the picture showed a 
swastika being chucked in the trash!). All 
sorts a tricks. 


That hurt sales a little for the store. The 
Sept. 11th attack probably hurt us a lot 
more - people just didn't feel like buying 
stuff. But we still did very respectably, 
sales-wise and the SHARP patches contin- 
ue to move like hotcakes, | tells ya! 


So, these ARA Network chapters have 
some money coming to them from aras- 
tore (remember that 30% of the profits 
from any order go to the ARA Network 
chapter nearest to where the order was 
sent - once your chapter is owed $10 or 
more, we'll send you a cheque!): 


Baltimore! 
Tennessee! 
N/Side Chicago! 
Alburqurque! 


They join: 
Lansing * 


ARA Boston 
The Brighter Days Collective* 


ARA Calgary 

ARA Connecticut 

ARA Detroit 

ARA East Bay 

ARA Fredericton 

ARA Haddonfield, NJ. * 
ARA Hopewell, NJ. * 
ARA Jacksonville 

ARA Kitchener-Waterloo 
ARA Kirksville 

ARA Los Angeles/PART 
ARA Las Vegas 

ARA Long Island * 

ARA Nashville 

ARA Philadelphia 


© ARA Raleigh 


ARA San Diego 

ARA Toronto 

ARA Vancouver and 

The Wichita Action Network 


Who already have some money coming 
their way. (* = dead chapters whose cut 
o' ze booty will be redistributed to the 
next closest chapter). 


Hey, did you know that ARA Network 
members and ARA Network chapters get 
the stuff at arastore for cost + shipping! 
Email arastore@hotmail.com for details! 


Finally, here's a list of ARA Network 
chapters with websites that DON'T have 


. a link ło arastore! 


CLAUSTROPHOBIA 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 


One Option: we could make 
www.aranet.org, 
Wwww.antiracistaction.com and 
www.antiracistaction.net all link to 
www.antiracistaction.ca, which is being 
updated on the regular, at least until we 
actually have a Network crew together 
that's committed to completing and main- 
taining a Network main website and 
doesn't just talk the talk, but actually 
walks the walk. 


- Todd, Montreal 


DC 
HILLSDALE 
LAKEWOOD 
LAS VEGAS 
LOUISVILLE 
MARYLAND 
PART 
PHOENIX 
SAN DIEGO 
TORONTO 
WICHITA 
VANCOUVER 


People, PUH-LEASE link the store to your 
site! It not only helps all of us (20% of 
the profits going to the war chest and to 
ARA Network projects), but YOUR chap- 
ter will get 30% of any profits from sales 
in your areal Find an animated gif for 
your website attached to this email, to 
which you just need to add this code: 


<tr valign="top"> 

<td colspan=18 height=60></td> 

<td colspan=49 rowspan=1 width=468 
align="center" valign="middle"><a 
href="http://www.antiracistaction.ca/sto 
re"><img height=60 width=468 
src="arastorebannerad.gif" border=0 
></a></td> 

<td colspan=6 height=60></td> 

</tr> 


Love again, 


Todd - 


invisible Revolution: the debate! 


Early this year, documentary filmmaker 
Bey Patterson released the hour-long 
‘piece “Invisible Revolution”. Columbus 
ARA in particular helped her make it, 
and she interviewed many ARA people 
from around the Midwest and Las Vegas. 
She filmed at the 1999 Chicago 
Network Conference. She also inter- 
viewed several fascists. 


The documentary was included in the 
Sundance Festival, a film festival in NYC, 
and maybe other similar venues. ARA 
people were invited to be present at 
these screenings, and did participate. 
Parts were shown on Jenny Jones. Soon 
it will be aired on national TV. 


There was a lot of bitter debate about 
the making of this video. ARA Montreal 
and ARA McGill led the charge, assert- 
ing that the video gave way too much 
time for nazis to spew their shit without 
their points being effectively challenged. 
They call it a nazi recruitment tool. 


Some points they raised: 


Oh, the film starts off with the best inten- 
tions. Matt Hale claims linking the 
WCOITC to bombing plots makes as 
much sense as linking the Pope to abor- 
tion clinic bombings, and Peterson comes 
right back with quotes from the WCOTC 
website promoting violence. But shortly 
thereafter the bigots get to say whatever 
they want without anyone countering or 
responding to what they say. Some 
things said by racists that go unchal- 
lenged in the film: 


-that the Talmud states that killing non- 
Jews is fine. 

-that the ARA goes after racists in a vio- 
lent way. 

-that the white race is on the verge of 
extinction. 

-that it's all about freedom of speech, not 
hate. 

-that neo-Nazi skinheads are super-tough 
warrior types. 


INVISIBLE REVOLUTION also manages to 
normalize the KKK! Two Klan weddings 


are shown, for example. Young people 
falling in love, just like anyone else. 
Though she might have included a scene 
of a robed KKK member explaining how 
he made the wedding cake for the sake 
of irony, what comes across is that the 
KKK are regular people, just like you 
and me. This image is exactly what the 
KKK wants to be portrayed to audiences. 
What they don't want is filmakers and 
journalists bringing up the lynchings, the 
bombings, the arsons, and the shootings 
they commit. True to their wishes, Bev 
Peterson doesn't bring any of this up 
once. 


ARA, on the other hand, doesn't come 
off as all that normal from my view, 
though the film is largely sympathetic to 
us... 


We were really, really hoping against 
hope that INVISIBLE REVOLUTION 
wouldn't be like this. That for once, 
someone made a documentary that dealt 
with the racists the way they should be 
dealt with - every word out of their 
mouths challenged, if they're allowed to 
appear at all. We were really looking 
forward to finally having something that 
we would be comfortable holding public 
screenings of, or showing to high school 
classes, or showing to new recruits to 
ARA. What we have here instead is 
small amount of useful ARA 
propaganda, stuck in-between 
a whole lot of KKK/WCOTC 
propaganda. 


Why did the chapters involved 
in confronting and trying to 
thwart KKK rallies in INVISIBLE 
REVOLUTION even bother, 
when they simultaneously pro- 
vided the KKK with more time 
to speak to far larger audi- 
ences, by not insisting that 
Peterson NOT include inter- 
views with racists in her film? 
The Klan may not have gotten 
to speak fo more than a couple 
of dozen people in Kettering or 
Columbus, but when we help 
make a film that gives the 
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WCOITC and the KKK the opportunity to 
say their shit unchallenged, we've helped 
them get their message out to more peo- 
ple than 100 rallies would. And that is 
completely and utterly fucked. 


... Now that the damage has been done, 
we should think about s to minimize the 
damage. Maybe we could ask Peterson 
for a re-cut, where someone addresses 
the five examples mentioned above of 
racists gettting to put their position across 
unchallenged. Maybe the ARA Network 
should make a statement disassociating 
itself from the film. Maybe someone has 
some better ideas of what could be 
done. 


~ Can we also have some discussion about 


what sort of "dealing with the media" 
guidelines ARA needs to develop now, 
please? Because this is fucked up and 
embarrassing. Right now, both chapters 
up here feel pretty ashamed to be a part 
of the movement that helped make INVIS- 
IBLE REVOLUTION. 


-ARA Montreal and ARA McGill 


[Later, Todd suggests that a “media 
guidelines working group” be set up to 
wrestle with these issues. That never goes 


anywhere] 





on the other side 


[Sprite responds to Todd’s question about 
how Beverly ended up filming at the 
1999 Network Conference in Chicago:] 


My memory-on this is a little shaky, but 
here's what | recall. Bev was vouched for 
by ARA Columbus (Gerry), and through 
them asked if she could come and film. 
We were pretty hesitant about it, and 
ended up telling her that she was not 
allowed to film any parts of the network 
plenary, and that she would only be 
allowed to film other parts of the confer- 
ence if she received confirmation from 
the people she was filming that it was 
ok. We had to remind her of this during 
the conference, and she was sorta 
grumpy about it. As far as | know, she 
only filmed one workshop, and that was 
the workshop on anarchism and anti- 
racism. She did get the ok beforehand 
from the participants. 


We were told that she was doing a docu- 
mentary on ARA, and that's it. | don't 
remember if we questioned her more 
thoroughly on this, but | never got the 
impression that she planned on interview- 
ing fascists too. We are probably at fault 
for not asking her about this specifically, 
and questioning her more in detail. 


[Sprite’s take on the “no Platform for 
Fascists” position:] 


While for the most part | agree with 
Todd that we should not cooperate with 
media that will be giving a platform to 
the fascists, | think that in certain situa- 
tions, where the media was friendly to 
us, it would be acceptable to have some 
fascist ideology included as long as it 
was thoroughly countered by us. | think it 
is important that we show the weakness- 
es and flaws in racist/fascist politics, and 
that we present an alternative that is 
clearly better. 





[Some people assert the “right” of their 
chapter to generate media coverage as 
they see fit. In particular, some people 
say that if we try to set a condition that 
we won't participate if Nazis are inter- 
viewed” then nobody will every give us 
mainstream coverage. 


The debate arose again a few months 
later, and here are some of the com- 
ments, from people opposed to 
Montreal's position (others were support- 
ive of Montreal.) Here’s Shawn G:] 


We argued this out for two months this 
year, all the time with you pushing for 
restictions to an individual chapters abili- 
ty to to generate media coverage. The 
nazis in the film do look completely 
fucked up, and that does make a differ- 
ance. There will always be nazis lurking 
in the shadows, and people shoud! know 
there out there, and know that they are 
completly fucken crazy. 


[Todd had quoted Matt Hale, talking 
about how much free publicity the 
WCOIC gets in the mainstream media in 
the guise of “news coverage”] 


Also, to pull the Hale quote to make your 
case is bullshit. The reasons Matt Hale 
has gotten publicity is: first, that his orga- 
nization tends to go on killing sprees that 
generate a lot of news, andsecondly 
because he has been militantly confront- 
ed and gotten his ass kicked on more 
then one occasion. The attention that he 
will get from this film is minute in com- 
parison, and unlike him being on the 
news for getting slapped around with a 
two by four people will not fellmuch sym- 
pathy for him by watching Invisible 
Revolution. Maybe we should stop our 
campaign against Hale because it has 
gotten him so much attention? 


| realize your political ilk is hot on the 
dogma tip, but it is hard to imagine how 
this film is a net lose for the network The 
no platform for fascist tip is by in large 
rubbish. They have a platform, they get 
coverage just fine without us even exist- 
ing, the only thing differant between 
Invisable Revolution and a dozen other 
documentaries on fascists is that it show 
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them opposed, and shows them opposed 
by us. If the film did not exist at all, nazis 
would still have a platform on cable ty, 
wouled still end up on sundance or what 
ever, only we would be left out, and 
nobody sitting at home could be inspired 
to oppose hate, and call us to find out 
how. Furthermore, the shit that almost 
exclusively you have spewed relentlessly 
on this issue has probaply scared off 
most of the people that would ever set 
out to get us media attention, and sure 
the fuck will scare off anyone internally 
that would undertake a documentary. But 
| guess that it is easier to build a mass 
movement in obscurity, against an enemy 
that can't be shown because you're for 
some reason afraid that given the chose, 
people will become nazis. 


[And here’s Josh:] 


.. As part of Columbus ARA, i helped 
show this along with the docudrama 
Steal This Movie [made by the same film- 
maker, Bev Patterson]. it went over really 
well. granted, it was shown to a bunch 
of radicals and liberals. but what i'm get- 
ting at is that it helps to personify and 
spread our movement to people who 
probably never knew we existed. also, 
when Bev first started showing IR around 
the country, she would send me emails 
telling me the responses that people 
would give her about the film. never 
would people say, "aren't you worried 
that this will make someone want to 
become a nazi?" most of the time, it 
would be like, "thank goodness there are 
people, young people at that, who are 
doing something to challenge these white 
supremacists!" 


i agree that we should not allow nazis to 
have the streets. i agree that we should 
encourage media not to interview them. i 
don't agree that this will help recruit 
more racists. if people are serious about 
joining the wcotc, they can just as easily 
read one of the stickers in pittsburgh (or 
their town) or find them online. In fact, i 
found a NA sticker in a rest stop bath- 
room just 2 weeks ago. Most of all, IR is 
not going to make or break either ARA 
or the racist movement. l 


-ARA of Texas: 


This is an exchange between Benjamin 
Frazier, self-described organizer for 
“ARA of Texas”.There are two main 
issues with ARA of Texas. First, he repeat- 
ed nazi propaganda about ARA in the 
ARA of Texas email discussion list. 
Second, he wants to set up ARA of Texas 
as his own personal domain, fo be the 
main contact with other chapters in the 
Network for all the Texas “subchapters”. 
Many Network folks were concerned 
about this and Todd was delegated to 
get in touch and try to clear stuff up. 
Here’s the exchange between them. 


As far as we know, nothing has been 
resolved since the last letter [from the 
Bulletin crew.] 


To: Benjamin Frazier 
<BenJaminFrazier@aol.com> 
ARA of Texas <araoftx@aol.com> 


CC: ARA San Antonio 
<filthyfillup6969@aol.com> 


ARA Of Dallas / Fort Worth 
<ARAofDFW@hotmail.com> 
PMB 190 601-2 Harwood Road 
Bedford, TX 76021 


Greetings on behalf of the Anti-Racist 
Action Network, 


First off, we would like to congratulate 
you on the success you have had orga- 
nizing Anti-Racist Action in Texas. Setting 
up chapters in different cities across the 
state (and apparently in other states as 
well), networking them, organizing a 
number of successful Rock (and Punk} 
Against Racism concerts, doing educo- 
tional work through www.araoftexas.com 
and the email newsletter you publish 
(which is where we've gotten most of our 
information, the archives are available 
on the web via a link from 
araoftexas.com }. Those are significant 
accomplishments and you should be 
proud of the work you've done in build- 
ing the ARA movement. 


Though a number of chapters in the ARA 
network have been in contact with ARA 
of Texas through Ben Frazier during the 


past year, communica- 
tion has been sporadic 
and we would like to 
improve on that. The 
Anti-Racist Action 
Network has set up a working group to 
better facilitate communication between 
ARA chapters in Texas and the rest of the 


` ARA network. The ARA network working 


group can be contacted at the email 
addresses, phone numbers and postal 
addresses listed at the end of this email. 


We are trying in general to improve 
communication in the ARA Network, and 
have also set up a number of regional 
contacts dispersed in the various regions 
where ARA chapters exist that are part of 
thenetwork. 


We think that a closer relationship 
between the ARA Network and ARA of 
Texas would be better facilitated if ARA 
of Texas could also set up a working 
group of a few other members besides 
Benjamin Frazier that our working group 


- could correspond with. 


The ARA Network would also like con- 
tact information for every ARA chapter 
(or "subchapter") that ARA of Texas has 
helped organize to facilitate direct com- 
munication between ARA chapters in 
Texas (and other states where ARA of 
Texas has helped organize chapters) and 


the rest of the ARA Network. 


We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Benjamin Frazier for clearing up 
some very serious concerns we had after 
reading the ARA of Texas newsletters. [ 
Here Todd repeats some unfounded 
rumours that don't need to be repeated 
here.] 


However, we are still unclear on the fol- 
lowing statement, which was made and 
attributed to Ben Frazier in the 
September 23, 2000 edition of the ARA 
of Texas public email newsletter (#47): 


"Some ARA chapters have to be more 
terroristic as the Nazis themselves. Some 
call them activists but | think in many 
cases it goes to far. They burn homes 
and buildings. They go around in 
"Klan's" and beat the crap out of anyone 
who looks racist." 


(Source: hitp://www.listbot.com/cgi- 
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bin/subscriber?Act=view_message&list_i 
d=AntiRacistActionoffX&msg_num=47&st 
art_num=antiracistactionoftx Archive: 
Message #47 Date: Sep 24 2000 
01:40:09 EDT From: antiracistactionoftx 
<ARAofIX@aol.com> Subject: Anti Racist 
Action of Texas Newsletter 09/23/00) 


This statement is completely and utterly 
false, constitutes a clear violation of the 
ARA Network Points Of Unity (POU #3: 
Non-Sectarian Defense of other Anti- 
Fascists), is arguably slanderous and 
may constitute libel. 


We want ARA of Texas and Benjamin 
Frazier to publicly issue a retraction of 
this statement. If Benjamin Frazier and 
ARA of Texas retract this statement on 
their public email newsletter and on their 
website (www.araoftexas.com), the Anti- 
Racist Action Network would consider 
that to be sufficient action to resolve this 
issue. 


If Benjamin Frazier denies making this 
statement, which was attributed to him in 
the September 23, 2000 edition of the 
ARA of Texas public email newsletter 
(#47), then he should further issue a pub- 
lic statement, both in the ARA of Texas 
public email newsletter and on the ARA 
of Texas website, stating his denial. 


While an apology from Benjamin Frazier 
and ARA of Texas for making these false 
and harmful allegations against Anti- 
Racist Action will not be necessary 
should a public retraction of the state- 
ment be issued, it certainly may be a 


good idea in this case. 


Anti-Racist Action has been fighting 
against racism, sexism and homophobia 
since 1986. ARA of Texas' usage of the 
name "Anti-Racist Action" and its adop- 
tion of the ARA Network's Points Of 
Unity indicate to us an acknowledgement 
of and a debt owed to the hundreds of 
people who have worked hard to build 
Anti-Racist Action into the world's largest 
anti-racist youth movement. For this rea- 
son, we are certain that ARA of Texas 
will understand our concerns regarding 
our movement's reputation and good 
standing. 


The Anti-Racist Action Network sincerely 
hopes to build a positive relationship 


with ARA of Texas and bring the ARA 


chapters set up by ARA of Texas into the 
ARA Network as quickly as possible. 


We hope you will be able to participate 
in the next ARA conference in the fall in 
Montreal, and that we can all work 
together in our common cause. We know 
that the more we can work together, the 
stronger we all will be. The ARA Points 
of Unity reflect the hard-won understand- 
ing of anti-racists in the US, Canada and 
internationally that with mutual respect, 
we can establish a basis to unite our 
efforts while respecting our differences 
and unique approaches. 


We wish to support the efforts of ARA of 
Texas and all anti-racists dedicated to 
combating racism, sexism and homopho- 
bia in their communities. It is our hope 
that ARA of Texas will publicly retract the 
statement we bring up in the manner we 
have recommended, so that we can 
begin to build a mutually supportive and 
trusting relationship. 


On behalf of the Anti-Racist Action 
Network: Todd(montreal), George 
(Toronto), Mellisa (Maryland), Micheal 
Novick (PART) 


[Right away Todd got a response from 
the Dallas/Fort Worth chapter] 


Dear ARA of Montreal; 


| appreciate informing the ARA of 
Dallas/Fort Worth of the events that hap- 
pened in the ARA of TX. We, however, 
Withdrew from the ARA of TX due to 
conflicting opinions. In short, we felt we 
were being "governed" by ARA of TX. 
My friend and | have founded the ARA 
of D/FW and are collaborating to put up 
a web site. It should be up early march. 
We are also arranging a benefit show in 
Denton to help fund our POBox and to 
arrange a meeting at a local ampithe- 
ater. The reason we are doing one in 
Denton is due to the recent events hap- 
pening there. | have cut and paste the 
article at the bottom of this email. | hope 
to keep in touch with you and the other 
active ARA chapters to help better com- 
municate with each other. | realize you 
must meet someone from the network 
before you can be accepted into it. If it 
helps any | will be in Northern Alabama 
from the 10th-15th of March visiting a 


friend at school. Let me know of anyone 


in that general area that | could possibly 
meet with. 


Sincerely, ARA of D/FW 


[Getting no direct response from 
Benjamin, Todd wrote back again.] 


To: Benjamin Frazier 
<BenaminFrazier@aol.com> 
and ARA of Texas <araoftx@aol.com> 


CC: ARA San Antonio 
<filthyfillup6969@aol.com> 


ARA Of Dallas / Fort Worth 
<ARAofDFW@hotmail.com> 


Greetings on behalf of the Anti-Racist 
Action Network, 


It has been two months since we wrote to 
ARA of Texas on behalf of the ARA 
Network. We have not received a reply 
to our concerns in that time. 


However, we did read an apology from 
Ben Frazier in the 3/1/01 newsletter of 
ARA of Texas. In our last correspondance 
we asked for a written apology in both 
the newsletter and on the ARA of Texas 
website, concerning the harmful and 


- completely false rumours Ben Frazier had 


written previously about ARA chapters 
physically attacking people and burning 
down people's houses. 


Ben's apology in the newsletter was 
inadequate. In it, he restated completely 
false and unfounded rumours about ARA, 
such as: 


"When I wrote that | was told about a 
ARAskins group who has been disband- 
ed from what | can see. They were fire 
bombing people they felt were racist and 
so on. They destroyed a lot of private 
properly with militant morals that | can- 
not support." 


. We do not feel that this is an apology for 


spreading unfounded rumours about 
ARA. There has never been a chapter of 
ARA known as "ara skins". No ARA 
chapter has ever been involved in any 
firebombing or anything of the kind. 
Such statements are untrue and complete- 


ly unfounded. 
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We repeat our demand upon Ben Frazier 
and ARA of Texas to apologize for this 
rumour and to simply state that Ben 
Frazier and/or ARA of Texas falsely 
reported in previous newsletters that an 
ARA chapter had been involved in an 
arson attack and physical attacks on 
people and that both Ben Frazier and 
ARA of Texas regret any harm this false- 
hood may have caused. This apology 
must be published both in the ARA of 
Texas newsletter and on the ARA of 
Texas website. 


We also wish to inform you that we have 
been in contact with ARA Dallas-Fort 
Worth. They informed the ARA Network 
that their chapter no longer wished to be 
affiliated with ARA of Texas due to con- 
flicting opinions with members of ARA of 
Texas. The ARA Network supports any 
chapter in Texas working towards 
becoming a member of the Network, 
regardless of their affiliation with ARA of 
Texas. We hope that this will not affect 
our relations with ARA of Texas and we 
also hope that ARA of Texas will not con- 
test the legitimacy of the ARA Dallas-Fort 
Worth chapter or their right to organize 
an ARA chapter in that area. 


This brings us to ARA of Texas' proposed 
state structure. We are, quite frankly, 
concerned about the ability of local 
chapters to make their own decisions 
with the implementation of this "state 
structure" and we question how the deci- 
sion was made for the ARA of Texas 
chapter to become the head chapter for 
the state; how its board members were 
elected or appointed; and who its board 
members currently are. While attempts to 
deal with structure-related problems are 
certainly needed, we feel that the pro- 
posed structure for Texas puts too much 
power into too few hands and violates 
the autonomy of local chapters. 


Finally, in our last contact with ARA of 
Texas, we requested that ARA of Texas 
set up a working group of a few other 
members besides Benjamin Frazier that 
our working group could correspond 
with. We have yet to hear from ARA of 
Texas regarding this matter and we do 
hope. that the establishment of such a 
working group will occur in the very 
near future. 


In summation, we demand an immediate 


and full apology for the continued 
spreading of false rumours by Ben 
Frazier and ARA of Texas concerning an 
alleged ARA chapter's involvement in 
arson and assaults. This apology must be 
included in the next ARA of Texas email 
newsletter and prominently displayed on 
the ARA of Texas website, preferably on 
the front page. 


We reiterate our demand that ARA of 
Texas immediately establish a working 
group the ARA Network can contact 
regarding our concerns. This working 
group will include members besides Ben 
Frazier. 


We want it to be clear that any ARA 
chapter in Texas is eligible for admission 
as an official chapter of the ARA 
Network (including ARA of Texas), 
regardless of their affiliation with ARA of 
Texas. We trust that ARA of Texas will 
respect the autonomy of any ARA chap- 
ter in Texas, regardless of whether or not 
that chapter chooses to affiliate itself with 
ARA of Texas, including ARA Dallas-Fort 
Worth. 


We encourage ARA of Texas to abandon 
their proposed state structure for ARA in 
favour of the structure used by all other 
ARA chapters - where local chapter 
autonomy is paramount and a regional 
ARA Network chapter supports the other 
chapters in the region. 


Again, we did not receive a response 
from ARA of Texas regarding our last 
email, sent on February 26, 2001. We 
trust that a response from ARA of Texas 
regarding our concerns will be forthcom- 
ing. We caution ARA of Texas that lack 
of response will be taken to mean non- 
compliance with the demands of the ARA 
Network and may compell the ARA 
Network to take action against ARA of 
Texas, in order to protect our name and 
reputation. 


On behalf of the Anti-Racist Action 
Network: Melissa, (ARA Maryland) Todd, 
[ARA Montreal) Michael, (PART) George, 
(ARA Toronto) i 


[Benjamin writes back:] 
| will respond to your concerns and gen- 


eral non-istening skills. | will be harsh 
and apologize in advance for what | will 


type. | do not appreciate people be un 
supportive instead of trying to make 
things work. 


Lets put it simply, We, ARA of Texas, 
have received approx. 6 emails from 
ARAnet. 4 of the negative, 1 apology, 
and one asking for contacts for everyone 
else in the state wide chapter. Why in 
the hell would | subject everyone else to 
the negativity that we have seen so far? 


Great, | am glad no chapter has done 
any fire bombing or anything of that 
kind. | apologize for hearing that from 
someone and researching it, finding out 
more, and then speaking my damn mind 
about the ordeal. Was it an Official ARA 
Chapter? | am sure not since it takes an 
act of God to be good enough (or 
should | say enough of a conformist) to 
be recognized by aranet as doing some- 
thing good. Also do you remember writ- 
ing this 


Hey guess what? | did just that [issue an 
apology] but its not good enough. What 
a surprise 


If it must be published and my original 
apoligy was not enough, you publish the 
damn thing yourself, again you wrote - 
"While an apology from Benjamin 
Frazier and ARA of Texas for making 
these false and harmful allegations 
against Anti-Racist Action will not be nec- 
essary should a public retraction of the 
statement be issued, it certainly may be 
a good idea in this case." | did just that. 
a full blown retractment and now i get 
this crap. 


Great take both of those guys [Dallas 
Fort Worth ARA] with you, | don't exactly 
call two guys who can't seem to keep 
anyone awake to the fact ARA is around 
in an area rich with intrests, a chapter. 


The structure was and is in place to help 
chapters who have a hard time setting 
their own structure and as stated when it 
was started "you don't have to use this 
structure if you do prefer to or are 
uncomfortable in your area to do so, it 
does not matter. The plan is just there for 
help." | think that was put plain in the 
beginning and still stands that way now. 


If all | have is negative responses from 
people that some people put in high 


13 


regards, why the hell would I let you 
infect more people? 


You pay the server bill and you can put 
whatever you want on our webpage. | 
am entitled to my own opinions and your 
continuance of ignorance and demand 
for an apology you received does not 
help those opinions in any way. Try this 
one day. Write me an email saying what 
a great job we are doing and how you 
welcome us into your caring arms and 
see if your response is different. 
Presentation is Everything and so far 
yours sucks.We demand to establish con- 
tact with people who can see good 
things in what we do. Once they have 
proven fruitful then we will go further. 


We welcome any chapter to do as they 
wish and I will say yet again that ARA of 
Texas was built on the ideals of the net- 
work. Helping hands (some hands help 
more then others as we can see now) 
The more chapters we have in Texas, the 
stronger we are. Sound familiar? If a 
chapter wishes to fall off the State wide 
structure then so be it, we are still there 
to help them just as we would any other 
way. 


We as you do will do what works for 
each area. If a structure is what works in 
that area then leave it the hell alone. As 
we have said if a chapter does not want 
to follow this structure then who cares. 
As we have said it is built to help and 
help only. 


Protect your name and reputation? The 
reputation aranet has with our chapter 
for the emails we have had so far sucks. 
You have the reputation for being nega- 
tive to the actions we have accomplished 
and that does not help. If you want to 
contact all the chapters at once email 
Texas@ARAoflexas.com and that will go 
through everyone. If you wish to email 
them, go right ahead. Once there they 
will be fwd. to the right people automati- 
cally with no filtering by me. You can 
then request any info you wish and | will 
not put in my input at all. Good or bad. 


Well, we await your now infamous 
email. 

Ben Frazier 

Founder and Organizer 

Anti Racist Action of Texas 


Anti-Defamation League spying on ARA, 
Sharing info with police 


WHO WATCHES 

THE "WATCHDOGS"? 

Files from the 
"Public-Private Partnership" 
in Political Repression 


By Tom Burghardt Editor 
Antifa Info-Bulletin 


SAN FRANCISCO - In Antifa Info- 
Bulletin No. 295 (4/15/01), | published 
an open letter from criminal/ civil liber- 
ties attorney, Lawrence A. Hildes, 
describing covert surveillance of Idaho 
anti-fascists by Bill Wassmuth, executive 
director of the Northwest Coalition 
Against Malicious Harassment. Hildes, 
representing members of Anti-Racist 
Action against the Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 
police department, described how in the 
wake of the terrorist firebombing of an 
ARA activist's home (presumably carried 
out by an “active service unit" attached 
to Aryan Nations), Wassmuth "professed 
empathy and offered assistance" but 
used the occasion of the attempted mur- 
der of anti-racists as a pretext to gather 
information he shared with police. 
During the course of discovery, Hildes 
obtained cover letters, faxes, flyers and 
other documents produced by anti-racist 
groups that had been transmitted to 
Coeur d'Alene Police Chief Dave Scates 
by Wassmuth. AFIB reproduces three of 
those documents below. 

While transcribing "Stop the Aryan 
Nations", a mobilization flyer produced 
by Anti-Racist Action Bay Area 
(Document 2) my attention was drawn to 
the seemingly-cryptic "PNW ADL," fol- 
lowed by a fax number: 206-448-5355. 
After a web search | was able to estab- 
lish that in all likelihood Wassmuth 
received ARA's leaflet from the Seattle 
office of the Pacific Northwest Anti- 
Defamation League as the fax signature 
on ARA's flyer and the fax number of the 
ADL's Pacific Northwest office are identi- 
cal (see Appendix). 

For decades the ADL routinely com- 
piled dossiers on left wing organizations, 
trade unions, journalists, anti-apartheid 
and pro-Palestinian activists and admits 


to supplying reports to law enforcement 
entities including the FBI. Between 1985- 
1993, Roy Bullock, a San Francisco "art 


_ dealer” and Tom Gerard, an S.F. cop 


and CIA "contract employee" tasked to 
El Salvador, ran a "private" spy opera- 
tion reminiscent of the FBI's murderous 
COINTELPRO program. Some of the 
information gathered by these clowns 
was sold to the South 
African apartheid state 
as well as to Israel and 
El Salvador's death 
squad regime. 
According to sworn 
testimony, much of their 
operation was coordi- 
nated from ADL's 
national headquarters 
in New York. Hardly 
the mandate of a 


l _ group allegedly defending Jews from the 


scourge of anti-Semitic terror and fascist 
violence! 

Lest we forget the serious implica- 
tions of collaborating with police, the 
case of John Butler is a chilling reminder 
that the state has its own agenda anti- 
thetical to that of militant anti-fascism. On 
July 4, 1998 ARA activists Lin "Spit" 
Newborn and Dan Shersty were victims 
of a brutal gangland-style execution in 
the desert outside Las Vegas. Butler, a 
neo-Nazi bonehead convicted last year 
for the killings was a confidential police 
informant before, during and after his 
brutal crimes; given his snitch status 
Butler must have believed he could act 
with impunity. 

The NWC has behaved irresponsi- 


` bly and must be called to task. Anti-fas- 


cists have a right to demand an explana- 
tion for such behavior and demand they 
turn oyer all relevant material relating to 
the clandestine monitoring of anti-racists. 
By adopting a dangerous "left=right" line 
through their actions, the NWC has 
done much to discredit anti-fascism. 
What member of an oppressed communi- 
ty would entrust information to a group 
that runs to the police-an occupying 
army? Finally, let it be said anyone who 
informs on progressive organizations, 
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spies on leftists or otherwise abuses con- 
fidence and trust has no place in any 
movement for human liberation. 


[To contact attorney Lawrence A. Hildes: 
1840 Woolsey St.; Berkeley, CA; Tel: 
(510) 845-9788; Fax: (§10) 540-4821; 
E-mail: lhildes@dsp.net] 





What member of an oppressed 
community would entrust 
information to a group that runs 
to the police - an occupying army? 





For background on the ADL spy scandal 
see: 

Dennis Opatrny and Scott Winokur, "S.F. 
Spying Details Laid Bare," San Francisco 
Examiner, April 11, 1993; 

Scott Winokur, "ADL Denies Spying for 
Foreign Governments," San Francisco 
Examiner, April 15, 1993; 

Richard Paddock and Kenneth Reich, 
"ADL Officials Deny They Condoned 
Illegal Spying," Los Angeles Times, April 
17, 1993; 

John Ross, "Smoking Gun? Tom Gerard, 
Death Squads and the Banality of Evil," 
Anderson Valley Advertiser, May 19, 
1993; 

Abdeen Jabara, "The Anti-Defamation 
league: Civil Rights and Wrongs," 
Covert Action Quarterly, Washington, 
D.C., Number 45, Summer 1993; 

Tom Burghardt, "The Public-Private 
Partnership: ‘Counterterrorism’, Right- 
Wing Spy Networks and the ADL," 
Antifa Forum, Toronto, Number 2, 1997; 
Alexander Cockburn, "The ADL Snoops: 
Were the Spies Journalists'"?, 
CounterPunch, Washington, D.C., 
February 1999. 


LAW OFFICES OF LAWRENCE A. 
HILDES 1840 WOOLSEY ST. BERKELEY, 


CA 94703 PH: (510) 845-9788, . FX: 
(510) 540-4821 LAW AND JUSTICE IN 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST 


April 9, 2001 


Bill Wassmuth NCAMH P.O. Box 21128 
Seattle, WA 98111-0611 (by email 


only) 


Dear Mr. Wassmuth: 


| am the attorney for several demonstra- 
tors against Aryan Nations who were 
arrested in Coeur d'Alene in 1998 and 
1999. Those include Lori Graves. 


In the course of discovery for one of 
those cases, | came across cover letters 
from you to Chief Scates giving intelli- 
gence on several groups including Anti- 
Racist Action, whom | also am an attor- 
ney for in some cases. You also sent 


them flyers from ARA, UFAF and other 
groups. 


This is antithetical to the role of an orga- 
nization that professes to be against the 
same groups that ARA, UFAF, and others 
exist to fight. 


. | am particularly concerned because, in 
the aftermath of the firebombing of 
Graves, you professed empathy and 
offered assistance, while clearly, accord- 
ing to your correspondence with the 
Coeur d'Alene Police Chief, used this as 
an opportunity for police information 
gathering. | don't think | have to explain 
to you how inappropriate this was. 


In light of these revelations of betrayal 
and manipulation, | am asking that you 
formally apologize, and atone for your 
conduct. 


My clients ask that you disclose all con- 
tacts and information given to the police, 
and your source for said information. 


Please contact me with that information, 
at the above address, as soon as possi- 


ble. 


Sincerely, Lawrence A. Hildes, Attorney 
at Law 


cc: Anti-Racist Action 


United Front Against Fascism 
Whispered Media 


People Against Racist Terror 
Jewish Defense League 
Coalition for Human Dignity 
Bill Morlin (Spokesman Review) 


Document 1 

NWC Northwest Coalition Against | 
Malicious Harassment 

P.O. Box 21128 

Seattle, WA 98111-0611 

Tel: 206-233-9136 

Fax: 206-233-0611 

E-mail: NCAMH@aol.com 

Web: http://members.aol.com/NCAMH 


Fax: June 21, 1999 11:19am, 
NWCAMH, 1-206-233-0611 
To: Chief Dave Scates 


- From: Bill Wassmuth 


Date: June 21, 1999 


Last week | talked with Carl Bergh about 
information that | had received that the 
JDL was aware of Butler's plans to rally 
and/or march on July 3rd and that they 
planned to be there to stand in the way. 
Today | received the attached flyer; it 
was found at a busstop in San Francisco. 
Anti-Racist Action, as I'm sure you know, 
is the anti-racist skinheads. There are var- 
ious chapters throughout the country; 
how much they would be able to pull 
together to come to Coeur d'Alene is 
unknown. | think they either formed a 
group or came in support when the cross 
was burned on the front lawn of the 


. activist in Moscow some months ago. | 


am not aware if they know that Butler 
most likely will not do anything on July 
10. Could you get this flyer to Mayor 
Judy and the KCSO please. Let me know 


if | can be of any assistance. Thanks. 


Document 2: Attached Flyer 
NWC: 1-206-233-0611 
JUN-21-1999 11:00; 
PNW ADL: 206-448-5355 


STOP THE ARYAN NATIONS 

On Saturday July 10th, the Aryan 
Nations, a Nazi terrorist organization 
plans to march in downtown Coeur 
d'Alene to publicize their objective of 
establishing a "White homeland" through- 


. __ out the Northern U.S. and driving out all 


those who don't fit in to their narrow 
world-view. Many Nazi supporters from 
around the U.S. and Canada come to this 
event, 7 and 1/2 miles from the Aryan 
Nations Compound in Hayden Lake. 
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If you oppose violent racists and bigots, 
then join with people from all over the 
continent who are coming to Coeur 
d'Alene to confront these genocidal 
fanatics. 


WE GO WHERE THEY GO! 
DON'T LET THE NAZIS HAVE THE 
STREETS! 


JULY 10, 1999 

COEUR D'ALENE, IDAHO 

Planning meetings: 

June 3 - 6:30-8 @ The Epicenter, 475 
Valencia Street, S.F. 

June 10 - 7-9 pm @ The Long Haul, 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 

If you're interested in going to Idaho, or 
if you need more info., please contact: 
ANTLRACIST ACTION BAY AREA P.O. 
Box 3103 Oakland, CA 94609 510- 
433-9995 


Document 3 

FAX Please deliver immediately to: Dave 
Scates of: Fax number: 1-208-769-2344 
Voice: Fax received from: of: NWWCAMH 
Fax number: 1-206- 233-0611 Voice 
number: 1-206-233-9136 

Date: 6/22/99 Time: 1:30:53 PM ` 
Number of pages: 3 

Subject: AN Congress 


Message: Chief Scates... Here is some 
more info that | received today. Lauck, as 
I'm sure you know, is a scheduled speak- 
er at the AN congress. The other speak- 
ers seem to be the normal crowd from 
past years. United Front Against Fascism 
sounds like they are planning a major 
counter and will be there on the 3rd if 
need be. That coupled with the ARA and 
the JDL... info | sent yesterday... makes a 
substantial group of folks that like to get 
directly in the face of the Aryans. Doesn't 
sound good to me. Let me know if there 
is anything | can do. 


Appendix 

Anti-Defamation League, 

Pacific Northwest Region 

Plaza 600 Building, Suite 720 

600 Stewart St.; Seattle, WA 98101; Tel: 
(206) 448-5349 

Fax: (206) 448-5355 

E-mail: seattle@adl.org 

Web site: www.adl.org 

Chair, Regional Advisory Board: Peter Weiss 
Regional Director: Brian David Goldberg 
Office Manager: Judith Amiel 


ocene Reports 
ARA vs. The National Alliance in D.C. 


What fun today in DC. the national 
alliance and the world church of the cre- 
ator teamed up with each other for a 
huge inbreeding-fest Well not exactly 
but here is what happened. Billy Roper 
who i believe is the head of media rela- 
tions for the national alliance, | will have 
to do some research on that, well any- 
way he had a run in with a group of 
about 10 of us and a crow bar. He got 
rocked before going to the rally. he still 
(bleeding from the head) stayed in front 
of the German Embassy with the rest of 
the boneheads. There were at most 50 
of them and 100 of us. When we first 
got to the embassy there were only about 
4 cops there. People wanted to go "dis- 
cuss more matters with the nazis" but 
the peace police held us back. two peo- 
ple were arrested. | have to find out 
more on them. They were picked out of 
the crowd after billy identified them. 
oddly enough he identified two minorities 
who were not involved in the altercation. 
After he started identifying people some 
people left for fear of getting popped. 
Those were the only two arrests. After 
about 20 minutes of arguing the metro 
police came in and created a barrier 
with their cars in the middle of the road. 


This whole thing is quite odd. there was 
no fencing to protect them and only four 
cops to start out the day. the bones 
were there for about 2 hours total. they 
were told they had to march b/c they 
were blocking the sidewalk. so did we. 
| did not march with a few other people 
and instead took some great pictures. 
They were there in support of free 
speech in Germany and the release of 
Hendrik Moebus. All in all a great day 


for most. 


For more on who Hendrik Mébus is 
check out the one people's project web 
site http://onepeople.mysticalzone.net/ 
mobus.htm 


one thing to add to jordan's message, on 
a political level, the nazis effectively 


manipulated the free speech argument 
since the socialists/liberals took the bait 
and came out with a pro-censorship 
stance. "censorship sucks, racism is” 
worse" "free speech yes, hate speech 
no" ? ? besides operating on a confusing 
and unconvincing logic, it shows a knee- 
jerk political response that is doomed in 
any attempt to out manoever fascism. 
(shit, and i ain't even going to mention 
the physical element as far as these left 
groups go.) 


anyway to me its obvious that if this cam- 
paign keeps up and they try to build 
around it, we should not accept their 
framework for the debate. For fascists to 
go around whining about their democrat- 
ic rights is just funny, just as funny is the 
way liberals fall into their trap. Basically, 
fuck state censorship, say/do whatever 
you want, we'll shut you up our damn 
selves. 


david, b-more 


f 


DO THE 
NAZI STOMP 





ARA/PART shut down WP show in Anaheim 


Initiated by ARA/PART, a demonstration of 
about 100 people picketed on August 19 
outside the Shack, a club in Anaheim, CA, 
in the Orange County suburbs of Los 
Angeles, where Blood and Honour 
California and Women for Aryan Unity 
had scheduled a white power music show 
as a benefit for a proposed CD compila- 
tion of racist "music." The cowardly nazis 
were no-shows, and after ARA/PART 
exposed the planned concert, the owners 
of the club announced that the venue 
would be closed entirely that day. Because 
word had gone out widely about the pro- 
posed show in a flyer headed "This Show 
Must NOT Go On! Stop Nazis at the 
Shack!" ARA/PART went ahead with the 
picket so that people who showed up on 
their own could be met and clued in. 
Several carloads of Anaheim police kept 
watch from a distance; and two carloads 
of nazis slowed briefly passing by to give 
the Hitler-salute to jeers from the protesters. 
We picketed for about two hours until it 
was clear that nobody else would be arriv- 
ing, and that the show was indeed a dead 
letter. In addition to several dozen people 
who came with ARA/PART, the crowd 
included contingents from the Chicano 
movement, O.C. Greens, Progressive 
Labor, the ISO, black-bloc anarchists and 
the Jewish Defense League. The JDL, as 
usual, spent more time denouncing the rest 
of the anti-racist crowd, and left shortly 
after arriving. The rest of the demonstrators 
put differences aside and directed their ire 
at the nazis, the club and the racist social 
and political environment in Orange 
County that continues to produce new nazi 
formations. During the open mike at the 
end, a lesbian protester who had come off 
of outreach to the Orange County gay 


pride event earlier in the weekend pointed 
out the connection between the CA prison 
system, a hotbed of racism in which many 
of the OC nazis had become hardened 
racist criminals, and the problems on the 
streets. This is the second recent success for 
ARA/PART after a period of dormancy on 
street activity. Last month, we leafleted the 
Pantera concert in Long Beach after the 
National Alliance announced it was trying 


- to recruit new followers on the band's tour. 


The NA never showed up, our leaflet was 
welkreceived, and a few nazi sympathizers 
in the crowd never got up the nerve to 
leave their trucks. ARA/PART was also 
involved in two successful recent confer- 
ences in L.A., "Strategic Resistance," out 
which we are involved in launching an 
L.A.-area copwatch, beginning in the city 
of Long Beach; and the H.E.A.L. confer- 
ence (Human Earth and Animal Liberation) 
at which Michael Novick of ARA/PART 
conducted a workshop on anti-colonialism 
and anti-racism. About 25 people attended 
the ARA planning meeting for the Aug. 19 
demo and a follow-up meeting to launch 
new local organizing efforts is set. A local 
band which includes a member of ARA is 


. heading out on a short west coast tour with 


Conflict and took copies of "Turning the 
Tide: Journal of Anti-Racist Action..." to 
distribute. 


For more info, contact ARA/PART 
PO Box 1055, Culver City CA 90232; 
310-495-0299; part200 1 @usa.net 


Here's the mainstream account of the 
protest: 


Nonexistent white-power concert still draws 
protest 





August 20, 2001 


By SUSAN GILL VARDON The Orange 
County Register 


ANAHEIM 


The Shack restaurant was closed Sunday, 
but that didn't stop the protesters. 


About 50 people representing libertarians, 
socialists and anarchists converged at the 
restaurant to oppose a white-power benefit 
concert that never happened. 


They pounded on drums, chanted and car- 
ried signs reading "Stop Nazi Violence," 
"Smash racism" and "Respect Knows No 
Color." 


"| don't believe racists should be allowed 
to have free speech," said Juan Flores, 19, 
a Los Angeles resident and Progressive 
Labor Party member. 


No one was arrested or injured, police offi- 
cials said. The only incident occurred 
about 1 p.m., when a gold sport utility 
vehicle drove by with a Nazi flag flying 
out the window. 


Police said the restaurant had scheduled a 
benefit for Blood & Honour, a white 
supremacist group with a Costa Mesa mail- 
ing address. The restaurant owner said no 
such event was planned. 


A sign on the door said the restaurant 
would be closed Sunday. 


Protesters included members of the Green 
Party, the International Socialist Workers, 
the Communist Party and the Orange 
County chapter of the Libertarian Party. 
Members of the Jewish Defense League, 
including Chairman Irv Rubin, left when 
Communist protesters arrived with red flags 
and others came with profanity-laced signs, 
participants said. 


"They (the JDL) shouldn't try to prevent 
(anyone) from being here," said Michael 
Novick, a spokesman for the Anti-Racist 
Action. "We're all opposed to Nazis.' 


COG in Wallingford 


Report on world church of the creator in 


Wallingford CT 4/21/01. 


Most people met up at the town train sta- 
tion at 1:00 then about 150-200 strong 
marched to the park where hale was 
having his meeting. We were met by 
many cops who were dressed in riot 
gear and were separated by 2 rows of 
orange plastic fence. Whenever some- 
one touched the fence the police took out 
their pepper spray and told the protester 
to back up. 


At one point the fence was taken down 
and all the cops except one took out 
their spray until the meeting was over. 
The one exception was the only African 
American officer on the police line. So 
we had our hands tied, not enough of us 
to do anything. Plus there was a guy 
there with a megaphone who tried to run 
the protest, it was quite annoying. Hale 
only spoke for 50 minutes. Then with 
cops they were all escorted out. His mes- 
sage did not get out at all. No one other 
than the people on the inside were able 
to hear him. 


The supporters who were not allowed in 
were complaining. The first arrest was 
made before the events started. A 


woman was searched before entering the 
park and they found a sock stuffed with 
batteries and stink bombs. She was sup- 
posedly an organizer for the last time 
Hale was in town. She was released 
later and charges were dropped. Two 
people were arrested after the protest for 
trespassing, | do not 


< know much on them. 


my one knife." On a side note when we 
were at the police station a school buss 
pulled up filled with protesters. We all 
thought that they had gotten arrested. 
We then realized that they were all 
undercover cops. Many of the protesters, 
about a quarter, including a black bloc 
affinity group were under-covers, so they 
knew exactly what we were going to do. 


oreo | OOKING THE RACIST 


knuckles. The last per- 
son arrested was on 
charges of interfer- 
ence. This man was let 
go because he was 
pulling the knife wield- 
ing nazi out the fight 
so he did not get 
killed. In the case with 
the brass knuckles the 
suspect is a minor and 
was released to his 
father, but he will have 
some hefty fines. 


. On the nazi side 2 


people were arrested 
as far as we know one 
for having a gun and 
the other for swinging 
a knife around saying 
"I will kill you all with 


IN 


RIGHT 








>A REPORT FROM THE "DIY" and "LIL 
FAM" CELLS OF >NOMADIC ANTI- 
RACIST ACTION 


First off, let us apologize for goin so far 
back (Nov. '00). This is only so b/c this 
is our chapter's first report for the Internal 
Bulletin. Future reports will be more cur- 
rent. 


END OF OCT. BEGINNING OF 
NOV....SEAC CONFERENCE, HAR- 
RISONBERG, VA-Nomadic 


ARA presented and facilitated a work- 
shop about ARA. We gave a general 
history of ARA and how to start a chap- 
ter. We talked about actions and pro- 
jects that we undertook while working 


with/as Columbus ARA. The ‘remaining 
(bulk) of the workshop we talked about 
fighting fascism in the anti-globalization 
movement. We passed out Mob Action 
(ARA Columbus's rag), a pamphlet by 
ARA Cols entitled "Fascism and the Anti- 
Globalization Movement" (we think that 
is what it was called), along with other 
lit. We also attempted to recruit for the 


`  TABD actions. 


TABD NOV. 2000 Cincinati, OH 
Members of Nomadic ARA took part in 
organizing with ARA Cols. for these 
actions. One member delivered the 
Black Bloc communique to the large rally 
at Fountain Square. Other members 
worked in the Parent Bloc. While the 
parent bloc suffered a setback due to the 
cold, and were relagated to hanging out 
in a mall eatery adjacent to Fountain 
Square, we still managed to pass ut 
Columbus's "Fascism and the Anti- 
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Globalization Movement" pamphlets. 
Props 2 ARA Columbus for good orga- 
nizing. 


DEC. 15-17 (or so...) FLORIDA YOUTH 
LIBERATION CONFERENCE (near) 
GAINESVILLE, FL. The "Lil Fam" cell of 
NOmadic ARA attended, set up a table 
and talked in workshops as ARA mem- 
bers. We were able to draw on experi- 
ences from ARA actions to dramatize 
points in workshops. 


JAN. 15-25 WORLD BANK'S 9TH 
ANNUAL somethin-or-other CONFER- 
ENCE, GAINESVILLE, FL So the World 
Bank snuck into town to hold a confer- 
ence where about 90 corporate and gov- 
erment "officials" met to learn about how 
privitization of public utilities increases 
competition. Since Florida is isolated- 
being a peninsula and all- and the 
Gainesville Civic Media Center only 


learned of the conference when the local 
weekly called to ask what they thot about 
it, it was difficult to mount any kind of 
large opposition. We left 2 go meet 
Jacksonville ARA shortly before the 
protests, which we heard were kinda 
weak. 


JAN 20 MEET WITH JAX ARA, JACK- 
SONVILLE, FL "The Lil Fam" cell of 
Nomadic ARA met with about 6 mem- 
bers of the chapter at a mall downtown. 
We discussed decision making processes 
(mainly consensus), non-heirichal organi- 
Zational structure among other things. 
Contacts are Puk-Puk and Reno Mike. 
Puk@jaxara.org or .com. Reno Mike's 
and the chapter is jaxara@yahoo.com. 


MARCH 23 EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
MOVE IN, TUSCON, AZ "The Lil Fam" 
happened into Tuscon just in time to help 
the EF!J collective move into their new 
(schwank) office in sunny Tuscon. Check 
the new Journal for thanx- altho they 
don't mention that we are ARA, even tho 
we talked up ARA while hangin out. oh 
well... 


APRIL 5 (or so) MEET W/ MESA ARA, 
MESA, AZ The “Lil Fam" met with Chris 
and Preston who are organizing Mesa 
ARA. They were very enthusiastic but a 
little unsure of where to start since they 
dont' have any out and out nazis or anti- 
choicers that they know of...yet. we gave 
them a lot of literature and advice. it was 
good. Unfortunately at the moment i 
can't find Chris' email address. Preston's 
is hxcismytherapy@aol.com. 


APRIL 9-MAY 11 BLACK MESA, AZ "The 
Lil Fam" cell made it to Black Mesa after 
3 years previously doing awareness rais- 
ing programs in Columbass, OH. We 
did work around the homestead such as 

` repairing a coal shed, cooking breakfast, 
adding a gutter system to water the 
elder's apple and peach trees, built a 
chicken coop, sheepherded, 
repaired/rebuilt a deck and many other 
daily chores. It was a great experience- 
please MAKE the time to help in this seri- 
ous Indigenous resistance. This struggle 
is definately a result of racist, classist 
and anti-Indigenous policies. 


TORONTO,ON APRIL 2001 Right away 
George plugged us in fo the local 


activism in Toronto. The first day we 
were there we participated in an OCAP 
action focused on safe housing. We 
tagged along with OCAP to a housing 
project which uses a security foce to 
"control" the community of immigrants of 


` color which resides there. OCAP issued 


their demands calling for a safe area for 
the young folx to hang out, availability 
for community meeting places, and an 
end to the brutality and repression per- 
pertrated by the security force. The 
administration was given a month to fol- 
low through. We can't wait to hear the 
update. During an ARA Toronto meeting 
it wad reporthe that a "Rock for Life" 
show was planned to occur at the down- 
town JCC. We decided to see what we 
could do to stop this fascist party from 
happening. So we went down to the 
JCC to talk to the administration before 
planning any type of public protest. The 
head honcho wasn't there at the time but 
the front desk put us on the phone with 
him. After explaining to the exec. that 
this show was promoting a Christian 
right-wing fundamentalist agenda and 
organization, he immediately told us he 
was going to get it canceled. A coupls 
of hours later the fascists' party was can- 





celled. Through out the two weeks we 
were in Toronto we prepared for the 
Carnival Against Capitalism in Quebec 
City and the border actions at 
Akwasasane. Rath was a kick ass medic 
for the actions and Yareak had the plea- 
sure of working with the Toronto affinity 
group. Mad props 2 ARA Toronto, espe- 
cially for kickin' in for Tantrum! 


PHILADELPHIA, LATE APRIL 2001 Most of 


the time in Philly we decompressed and 
detoxed from Quebec. We did get to 
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speak with a group of womyn about 
starting up a group to fight street harass- 
ment. Lots of great ideas were passed 
around from some really strong minds 
and hearts. We look forward to working 
on this project when we return in the fall. 


MAY 18 MEET WITH NORTH PHOENIX 
ARA PREZ, TEMPE, AZ Tempe was also 
where the "Lil Fam" cell met up with the 
"Tantrum DIY" cell to form the monster 
known as Nomadic ARA. Together we all 
did some skill and info sharing with the 
Pheonix Anarchist Coalition. We also 
got to do some cop watchin’ with an all 
womyns' cop watch. We documented 
lots of bullshit arrests and harassment but 
luckily no skulls got bashed. Tempe Cop 
Watch was really impressive. They were 
extremely organized and well versed in 
the law. We got to meet Kate of the new 
ARA chapter in North Pheonix. We 
shared information, stories, and a bit of 
advice about organizing (due to Kate 
representing herself as the "President" of 
her chapter). Good luck to ARA North 
Pheonix. We look forward to doin' 
good work together. Hope you make it 


to the conference. 


MAY 28 CLIMBIN A PINE TREE, 
COCONINO N.F., AZ Those members 
of Nomadic ARA present consensed to 
climb a beautiful 100 ft pine here in 
northern Arizona. A great time was had 
by all. We agreed to defend this new 
comrade against any and all axe or 
chainsaw wielding fascists. 


From DIY ARA Nomadic: 


Most of the time we have been working 
on our infoshop and our vehicle. Its 
finally starting to come together so we 
are able to stay young, have fun and 
smash fascism on the road. We look for- 
ward to doing some workshops about 
Jewish Resistance to fascism and 
Domestic Violence within the "Left" at the 
conference. 


From Tantrum Rath & Yareak DIY ARA 
Nomadic 


Peace and mad props to everybody doin 
the werk so badly needed, Joshwa, 
Annestesia and Kazmatazz a*k*a the Lil 
Fam 


Info Grew 


We had a pretty successful info crew 
meeting at the end of July. | was out of 
town for several weeks, so this is the first 
chance I've had to summarize what hap- 
pened. 


We had info crews from the following 
chapters attend: Chicago, PART, Montreal, 


Toronto, Aurora and Goshen. 


We started off with each chapter giving a 
local report on fascist activity and state 
repression in their area. This took a cou- 
ple of hours as we went pretty in depth, 
and got a good feel for what we were up 
against. 


We then discussed the ARA Research 
Bulletin (RB) and coordinating logistics 
between the info crews of different chap- 
ters. We received some good feedback 
on the first issue of the RB: -The level of 
analysis was good -Don't assume that the 


reader has all the background knowledge- 


-try to gear it more towards ilinformed 
activists and non-activists (but not entirely) 
-Have more "how to" articles, like "How 
To Gather Intel on Fascists," "How to 
Monitor Nazis Online" and so on. -Try to 
make it more of an organizing tool for 
ARA -Add a subscription reply form to 
each issue to encourage subscriptions 

» 
We discussed how to raise money to print 
future issue of the bulletin. One proposal 
was to ask each chapter to purchase a 
subscription ($10 to $25). Another was to 
encourage wider distribution through 
alternative distributors and infoshops. The 
need for more and better artwork, graph- 
ics and pictures was stressed, and several 
ideas were tossed around. If anyone 
wants to contribute artwork to future bul- 
letins, please get in touch! 


Next we discussed what article topics 
people wanted to see in future bulletins. 
Here's the rundown: -Repression and fas- 
cist involvement in Genoa -Oldham and 
the fascist-inspired riots in England - 
exposes of Matt Lauder and 
RadicalWatch -The JDL -How to do 
secure net research -Primer on internet 
security -Analysis of the SPLC article on 
the ELF 


We also had a somewhat unproductive 
talk about how to improve the usefulness 
of the info crew email list. The list is bare- 
ly being used at this point, and it needs to 
be revived. One idea was to post a few 
discussion questions to try and stimulate 
some talks and hopefully some research 
and joint projects (anyone on the list want 
to kick this off?). Another idea was to try 
and get some info crews going at other 
chapters, so we can get a few more folks 
involved. Gerry's system for classificying 
information was discussed and approved, 


_ though it needs to be spelled out again 


for the users of the list (Gerry?). We also 
decided to try and hammer out a list of 
who was taking responsibility for monitor- 
ing what and posting the finds to the list. 
Finally, we discussed some options for 
encryption, and the use of PGP signatures 
was encouraged. 


they raised. Together, we brainstormed a 
list of potential research projects that all 
of the ARA info crew could work together 
on. Here is what we came up with: 1) The 
Third Position (Chicago) 2) Ties between 
anti-choice groups and white supremacists 
(Montreal) 3) David Icke and New Age 
Fascism (Toronto) 4) Law Enforcement Ties 
to Fascists (PART) 5) Follow the Money- 
where do Fascists get their funding? 6) 
LaRouche/Moonies 7) WP Ties to gun- 
dealing, drugs, biker gangs and prison 
gangs 8) Fascist activities from within 
communities of color 


Four of the info crews present volunteered 
to spearhead one of the research pro- 
jects. We are hoping that info crews from 
other chapters will volunteer to take point 
on unclaimed projects. The idea is to do 
the resaerch, report findings to other info 
crews via the email list, start discussions 





One useful item that was pointed out was 
that several info crew folks have access to 
lexus-Nexus. These folks offered them- 
selves up to do checks as requested by 
other info crews on the list. So if you want 
a Lexus-Nexus search done, post a 
request to the info crew list and one of the 
folks who has access will volunteer to toke 


‘it on. (Note: can someone with access 


post a breakdown of what type of infor- 
mation is available through Lexus-Nexus, 
and what the limitations are?) 


The meeting then moved on into areas of 
joint research and tactical questions about 
pursuing this research. Chicago put for- 
ward a couple of specific investigations 
they had been pursuing and the questions 
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about questions the research raises, dis- 
cuss what to do with the findings, and 
potentially write articles for future 
research bulletins. 


We wrapped up the first day of the con- 
ference with a serious talk about security 
and the need for self-defense. The talk 
focused on the risks and dangers involved 
with doing this type of work as well as 
the repercussions of defending ourselves. 


That's it for my notes. If any of the partici- 
pants have any points to add, speak up 
now! 


-sprite Chicago ARA 


New Jersey — July 4 


First hand account of the events surround- 


ing the Ath of july. 


As some of you may know richard (dick) 
barrett of the nationalist movement came 
to Morristown, New Jersey for the sec- 
ond year in a row on the Fourth of July. 
Last year he was there against affirma- 
tive action. This year he was there in 
support of racial profiling. He was there 
to support NJ state troopers Kenna and 
Hogan who are on trial for shooting 4 
unarmed minorities. A few days before 
the rally Kenna and Hogan's attorney 
said that they do not want support from 
barrett. They asked him not to hold his 
rally. Also, about a week before the 4th 
Alfred Zaragoza (who took part in bar- 
retts rally last year) contacted the One 
People's Project (OPP) and asked to be 
taken off of the Rogues' Gallery found at 
http://www.onepeople.mysticalzone.net 
/gallery.htm in exchange for an on tape 
interview saying that he no longer 
believes in the nationalist movement or 
dick barrett. He gave some other impor- 
tant information on the members of the 
nationalists which will be put to use in 
the coming months. 


On July 3rd the town had a unity rally in 
which about 1500 people came to hear 
speakers and then lead a candle light 
march through the town. The rally was 
so that people would ignore barrett the 
next day. We went to talk to people and 
hand out fliers on how it is important to 
directly confront fascists. One of the 
members of the band Give us Barabas 
(whose cd was just released on ever rev- 
eled records a completely worker 

owned /run label; shameless plug) went 
to go and give a flier to the mayor of 
Morristown. The flier he had contained 
information and facts of when fascism 
goes directly unopposed. It said nothing 
on direct action or that people should 
even go on the 4th, it was pure facts. 
The mayor said to the band member 
"This is BULL SHIT; you are the reason 
we had problems last year why don't 
you just go home and let us take care of 
it" and refused to look at or take the flier. 
After the rally about 10 of us confronted 
the mayor on this. He walked away; 
and turned his back a few times not 
wanting to talk to us. It was not until a 


religious leader who sides with us stand- 
ing up for what we believe personally, 
but with the church does not stopped the 
mayor and said that she heard that he 
disrespected some of her friends were 
we able to directly speak to the mayor. 
We spoke to him for about 20 minutes in 
he took the normal politician stance of 
blaming everyone else as to why the 
town has to let barrett speak. A few 
times the mayor was caught off guard 
with the amount of knowledge we have 
the he was rendered speechless. One of 
those times is when someone said, "last 
year the town spent over $100,000 pro- 
tecting 8 nazis the town could have 
taken half of that money and thrown a 
street party for the community and not 
allowed him to have his rally. Barrett has 
already said that he plans on coming 


back in 2002 and 2003. 


Being as how this is an election year 
what do you plan to do about it?" The 
mayors response, "| am not going to 
comment on that now." He eventually 
apologized for saying that the flier was 
Bull shit however did not apologize for 
saying the band member was the reason 
there was problems last year. 


The morning of the 4th came with the 
black bloc meeting in the town green (a 
park) and marching with 3 beautiful pup- 
pets which reenacted last years rally over 
to the check points to get into the rally 
(new for this year). People's Organi- 
zation for Progress (POP) met at the 
Crew house. Stanton Crew was mur- 
dered by state police in 1999 after a 15 
mile car chase. When the Bloc got to 
the check point there was a sign that 
said that no one can bring in backpacks, 
fanny packs, bottles, amplification 
devices, signs on sticks, food, or drink, 
drums, and everyone will be subject to a 
medal detector search. This was the case 
for all check points. After a brief stand 
off with he police it was consented upon 
that the bloc move to another check point 
and see it was any closer to barrett as 
his rally was about to start. We met up 
with POP and marched to the check 
point. POP said that they would abide 
by the. rules and enter the rally. Another 
quick meeting was had by the bloc and 
word was received that at the third check 
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point it was close enough to see barrett 
and people have assembled there. Most 
of the bloc went around to the third 
check point while some members of 
Towson University ARA, Philly ARA, and 
other autonomous members of the bloc 
went in with POP. Once inside the 
protest area we joined up with New York 
Ya Basta!, members of the community, 
Progressive Labor Party and many others. 


We were also greeted by great news. 
Barrett showed up with only 5 people, 
none of which were part of the eight 
from last year. Steve Ucci who was sup- 
posed to be parade marshal was a no 
show. After the five set up no one want 
ed to march with barrett for "safety rea- 
sons" so he marched alone. He began 
to speak when two of the people with 
Barrett knocked over his flags podium, 
and speakers rendering them useless. 
HE WAS SET UPI!!! These two infiltra- 
tors were arrested. When one of the 
people saw that barrett was only there 
with truly two people other then himself 
he decided to leave. So barrett was 


there with one supporter named 
McManus. 


The day went one with non-stop noise 
from the crowd who came out of the 
protest area to get water from food not 
bombs then went right back in. About 
250 people were directly across from 
barrett holding up signs and shouting 
him down. About 100 people were on 
the west side of him not in the protest 
area with bullhorns and megaphones giv- 
ing speeches and leading cheers over 
barrett who was forced to use a mega- 
phone after his speakers were broken. 
This actually worked out very well 
because the people on bullhorns were 
able to lead the people in the protest 
area in unison to drown out barretts 
garbage. We know barrett heard us 
because at one point | address memanus 
directly over bullhorn and he tried the 
best he could to answer me with no 
amplification. We were not able to hear 
him, however he probably said nothing 
of value. The day went on with no 
major instances other then one more 
arrest of someone at the check point who 
tried to bring in a switch blade and 
brass knuckles (I am not sure what side 
he was on or any other information 
about him). This brought the arrest total 
to three on the day. One man showed 


up and wanted fo join barrett after being 
exposed as a nazi he was sent away by 
us. We believe he was brought back as 
a provocateur because he showed up 
again when a police line was formed 
behind the people not in the protest 
area. When we chased him off a sec- 
ond time the police line dissipated 
moments after he left. Oh yeah there 
were about 300-400 cops there to 
protect TWO fascists. 


Another time a group of about 6 police 


came to "fix the barricade" which moved 
forward about five inches. This is also 
known as police flexing their muscle, try- 
ing to show they still are in control. | 
asked to speak to captain demnetz, 
which | also did at the check point. 
Moments later Demnetz appeared to 
answer my questions. | said how our 
first amendments rights were violated to 
protect barretts with the unlawful check 
points. | also asked if barrett had a per- 
mit. Demnetz said "Not exactly" all of 
this was caught on tape by NY indy- 


media. Demnetz said we can set up a 
meeting between captain Demnetz, the 
mayor of Morristown, community leaders 
and ARA to get our questions answered 
in regards to events on the fourth. All in 
all while barrett was able to speak and 
we were not able to shut him down, he 
looked like a big fool doing it. His mes- 
sage did not get out and the town rallied 
together to shout him out. For pictures of 
the events look at http://newjersey.indy- 
media.org 


Michigan Antifascists Face Riot Charges — Again 


Appeals court reinstates charges against 
antiracist demonstrators accused of incit- 


ing a riot at 1998 KKK rally 


ANN ARBOR, MI- The Michigan Court of 
Appeals reinstated charges last week 
against six antifascists accused of incit- 
ing a riot ata May 1998 Ku Klux 
Klan/neo-Nazi rally held in front of Ann 
Arbor City Hall. The charges had been 
dismissed in 1999, but were overturned 
on appeal from Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor Brian Mackie. 


According to Michigan state law, only 
those whose "violent conduct caused, or 
created serious risk of causing public ter- 
ror and alarm" can be convicted of 
felony incitement to riot. In 1999, 
Washtenaw County Circuit Judge Donald 
Shelton dropped the felony charges on 
the basis that the city prosecutor Mackie 
had failed to provide evidence that 
antifascist activists had created public 
alarm. Mackie had argued that police 
officers were part of the "public," and if 
they felt frightened, then the defendants 
should be convicted. But Shelton conclud- 
ed that there is a difference between the 
police and the public: "the contention 
that the on-duty police were the 'public' 
within the meaning of the statute is with- 
out merit," he wrote in his opinion. "Such 
a construction would convert O every 
violent act committed by five or more 
people against a police officer into the 
crime of riot." 


Last week, however, Court of Appeals 
Judges Donald E. Holbrook, Jr., Gary R. 
McDonald and Henry W. Saad over- 
turned Shelton's ruling and reinstated 
charges against the demonstrators. It 


makes no difference "whether police offi- 
cers are members of the public," the 
judges wrote, since the rioting statute 
"applies to violent conduct that creates a 
serious risk of causing public alarm." 
This ruling came in spite of rally onlook- 
ers who testified at the 1999 trial said 
that they had feared the actions of police 
more than those of the demonstrators. 


The attorney for the six defendants, 
Miranda Massie, promised to appeal the 
court's decision. "There was no riot on 
May 9, 1998," Massie told “The 
Michigan Daily”. "The community mem- 
bers in two separate juries have already 
spoken and said there was no riot — If 
you are going to call a handful of bro- 
ken windows a riot, then there are quite 
a few riots taking place," she said. 


The Washtenaw County Prosecutor's 
Office was unavailable for comment. 


BACKGROUND: On 9 May 1998, the 
Ann Arbor municipal government spent 
$137,000 of public money to help the 
Ku Klux Klan stage a "recruitment" rally 
on the steps of Ann Arbor City Hall. The 
city provided the Klan with a police- 
chauffeured shuttle service to and from 
the rally, a municipal sound amplification 
system, and elaborate protection mea- 
sures, including an eightfoot temporary 
chain-link fence ringed by police in riot 
gear. During the rally, individuals from 
the Coalition to Defend Affirmative 
Action By Any Means Necessary, the 
National Women's Rights Organizing 
Coalition, Anti-Racist Action, Groupe 
Vladimir MaQakovski, and other antifas- 
cists attempted to breach the fence 
despite the best effort of a nonviolent lib- 
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eral "Peace Team" who protected the 
fence in the name of "free speech." The 
Klan was finally shut down halfway 
through the scheduled rally when protest- 
ers broke through an unmanned area of 
the fence behind city hall threw bottles 
and rocks through ten windows and van- 
dalized exterior lighting fixtures. Police 
responded with batons and teargas. 
Only minor injuries were reported. 


Police arrested a handful of demonstro- 
tors on site, and later arrested more with 
the help of informers (many from the 
"Peace Team") who made identifications 
from photographs and videotape made 
at the rally and later broadcasted on the 
local municipal cable television station. 

In all, twenty-one people had been 
arrested (including a fifteen year-old who 
was charged with felony riot when he 
refused to identify other youth involved to 
the police; a seventeen year-old foreign- 
born student was threatened with depor- 
tation) and police listed seventeen more 
unnamed "suspects." Nine of the defen- 
dants had faced the possibility of ten 
years in prison. One defendant was 
charged with "inciting to riot" (also a ten- 
year sentence) for speaking out against 
racists who were urging the mass murder 
of minorities sixty feet away and under 
the protection of the police. Ten of the 
twelve misdemeanor charges were lev- 
eled against those who had been pulling 
on the temporary fencing. The bulk of the 
charges center on allegations of damage 
to city property-police themselves have 
valued the damaged property at less 
than 1/27th of the tax money shelled out 
to stage the racists' rally in the first place 


No Klan members were arrested or fined. 


"Report from Peoria 


ANTI-RACISTS SHUT DOWN THE 
WORLD CHURCH OF THE CREATOR! 


On Saturday March 24, the Illinois-based 
white supremacist World Church of the 
Creator (WCOTC) planned to hold their 
tenth public meeting at a library in Peoria, 
Illinois. The WCOTC has been on the rise 
since the shooting spree undertaken by one 
of its members, Ben Smith, in July of 1999 
(Smith targeted Asian, Black and Jewish 
people, killing 2 and wounding 9). After 
exploiting the media attention in the wake 
of the shooting for all it was worth, 
WCOTC leader Matt Hale began a cam- 
paign of holding public meetings in 
libraries around Central Illinois to spread 
his fascist ideology. These meetings are a 
bid to appear respectable and to bring 
white supremacy into the mainstream. 
Hale’s usual language of racist slurs and 
calls for RaHoWa (Racial Holy War) are 
toned down and buried behind smooth- 
talking claims that the WCOTC is only 
interested in helping white communities. The 
WCOTC's shock troops of violence-prone 
thugs are encouraged to dress sharply to 
present a good public image and to refrain 
from violence ... for the time being. 
Meanwhile, Anti-Racist Action (ARA) 
chapters have been working to develop a 
campaign to expose, challenge and con- 
front Matt Hale and the WCOTC’s 
attempts to organize. In response to the 
Peoria meeting, anti-fascists from the 
Chicago and Aurora chapters of ARA 
joined with activists from Bradley 
University and the Peoria area to shut 
down the fascist attempt to organize pub- 
licly. Approximately 70 anti-racists 
descended upon the Peoria library to 
counter about 40 WCOTC members and 
supporters. Clashes broke out in the park- 
ing lot, in front of the front door and in the 
meeting room, resulting in injuries on both 
sides. The WCOTC flag was captured and 
Hale was struck twice in the head with a 
stick, and a chaotic fight involving thrown 
chairs and pepper spray in the meeting 
room resulted in the immediate cancella- 
tion of the event before it had begun. 
Three anti-racists were arrested and 
charged with misdemeanors. Forced out of 


the library, the WCOTC held a feeble rally 


at the far end of the 
library parking lot 
behind police lines in 
an attempt fo save 
face. The fascists’ 
attempt to recruit and organize was ` 
ruined—their meeting shut down! 

This is the fourth WCOTC meeting to be 
disrupted by anti-racists in the past three 
months. Hale’s speeches in Bloomington 
and Decatur, Illinois, were drowned out by 
activists with a police line being formed to 
separate the WCOTC from anti-racists, 
while a WCOTC meeting in Wallingford, 
Connecticut also resulted in a clash 
between anti-racists and fascists. 

In the aftermath of this action, the 
Peoria library stated that the WCOTC 
would never be allowed to hold an event 
there again, as such events disrupt regular 
library functions. The same day, the library 
in Schaumburg, Illinois, where the WCOTC 
was planning their next meeting, also 
refused to host them, citing the same con- 
cerns. Faced with the very real possibility 
that they may have lost the use of public 
libraries for good, the WCOTC is panick- 
ing. Hale announced that he has contacted 
the Department of Justice and the FBI to 
pursue charges that his civil rights are 
being violated by anti-racist activists—an 
act of complete political hypocrisy given 
the WCOTC's opposition to civil rights for 
all. Hale also filed a lawsuit against the 
Schaumburg library, claiming that “it’s the 
police’s job to make sure that | can give a 
speech without having any altercations or 
disturbances.” Hale’s political defense is 
growing increasingly desperate and liberal 
for a white supremacist who preaches 
fascist “revolution.” 

One thing is certain—the WCOTC is 
losing its facade of respectability and non- 
violence. Despite his best efforts to keep his 
troops in line, the WCOTC members in 
Peoria ignored Hale’s orders to stop and 
engaged in fighting. Hale publicly presents 
his organization as a political group com- 
mitted to a “non-violent” strategy of issue 
raising, yet the attraction for many mem- 
bers of the WCOTC is the organizations 
calls for violent race war and genocide. 
But while Hale tries his hardest to present a 
“kind and gentle” face to his murderous 
racism, the constant pressure and chal- 
lenge applied by ARA and other anti-racist 
activists has forced the WCOTC rank and 
file up against a wall where they can no 
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longer obey Hale’s pleas and strategy. The 
WCOTC is not a passive organization, it is 
a violent fascist group responsible for 
shootings, bombings, and racial attacks. It 
is therefore not surprising that WCOTC 
members respond with violence to ARA’s 
anti-racist organizing and presence. 

Anti-racists have frustrated Hale's plans 
to organize publicly. We have succesfully 
raised the level of opposition to Hale and - 
his “church,” but we have a long way to 
go. The important task for radical anti- 
racists and anti-fascists is to build a 
stronger political challenge to the orga- 
nized racists. We need to keep up the pres- 
sure on the ground, but it is also essential 
for us to create a vibrant alternative. As 
people look for answers to their dilemmas 
and concerns, we must attempt to build 
new paths that can be succesful challenges 
to the racism and violence of the fascists 
and the society that has created them. 


CHICAGO ANTI-RACIST ACTION 


Following are excerpts from the ensuing 
debate about the “violence” at Peoria... 


... somewhere in this debate, someone 
brought up a hypothetical situation about 
a reporter asking if “your group attacked 
the weotc.” The suggestion was that the 
person being asked would instead start 
talking about how dangerous and horrible 
the weotc is. Not a bad idea...it gives us 
an opportunity to put out information. 

It's best to play up the self-defence angle 
whenever we get into it. Here’s a state- 
ment I'd like y'all to read: 

“ARA believes that ignoring the terrorists 
and thugs that comprise the 

extreme racist right only gives them license 
to do as they please, while isolating vic- 
tims of racism. The lessons of history back 
up this position. ARA refuses to let racist 
terrorist organizations who bully, intimi- 
date and harm innocent people, operate 
publicly without being challenged. To do 
any less would simply be cowardice. 
While we have never advocated violence 
as a solution to racism, ARA reserves the 
right to defend itself against all attacks by 
any means necessary. This position is not 
provocative, it’s just common sense!” 
Now, contrast this with saying that vio- 
lence against fascists is ok. Which state- 
ment better serves our objectives? | think 


it’s the first. Because the second statement 
gets us kicked out of schools, it gets school 
ara chapters shut down. It keeps us from 
getting any support from any governmen- 
tal or NGO’s or even a lot of other anti- 
racist groups. It practically hands the 
most damaging evidence possible over to 
the racists and the cops, both of whom 
have worked overtime trying to portray us 
as violent terrorist thugs anyway. It crimi- 
nalizes us even further. It alienates a hella 
lot of people. 

Love, Todd 

...how we don't police the actions of anti- 
racists is smart. It’s truthful, and works well 
in this situation. 


| think this is the most important part of 
this whole discussion: If it was, in fact, an 
anti-racist who threw the first punch (lum- 
ber?) then it would be totally unacceptable 
to deny or skim over that fact. Yes, coming 
out and saying it may bring heat on the 
group, and alienate some of our support. 
But denying and skimming over facts to 
make us look better to the general public, 
and to please other people, is never okay. 
It’s pissing away our integrity. The one 
thing we should be secretive about is the 
identities of the people involved. 

Also... think in these situations, it’s impor- 
tant to re-iterate that this isn’t the only 
thing ARA does. It should be made clear 
that physically confronting fascists is just 
one aspect of anti-racist work 

Peace, Ryan / Toronto 

| don’t think we should take a position that 
specifically upholds taking the initiative on 
violence against fascists and racists. 
However, | believe that any statements we 
put out should emphasize the following: 

1) The nazis and Klan have no right to 
spew their racism unchallenged. 

2) The police have no right to prevent 
people from expressing their opposition to 
racism. 

3) Public organizing by the Klan and 
nazis is not ‘free speech’, but simply one 
aspect of a campaign that always includes 
and precipitates racist violence and terror. 
A) The violence that frequently breaks out 
at klannazi rallies is the inevitable result of 
and responsibility of primarily the klan- 
nazis themselves 

5) People who are targeted by Klannazi 
violence or intimidation have the right to 


defend themselves. 


6) “Ignoring” nazis strengthens them. 


| believe that it is essential for us as a net- 
work to maintain the neutral stance on vio- 
lence. If we claimed to, as a group, com- 
pletely- advocate violence, not only would 
we be looked at as terrorists even more, 
but we would also scare off good nonvio- 
lent activists who would otherwise be inter- 
ested in ara and other certain other 
antifascist groups would be less willing to 
work with us. But if we claim to be all for 
nonviolence, then we are alienating a lot 
of good contributing people who would 
rather use violent methods, we are also 
insulting those in the network who have 
successfully in the past used violent meth- 
ods to get rid of boneheads and put them- 
selves at risk doing so. | strongly believe 
that we need to stay neutral on this. 
-amanda 


Not having a stance is different then leav- 
ing it up to individual chapters. Saying 
that your chapter supports violent attacks. 
on racists could support charges that the 
members of the organization conspired to 
commit violence. Also, | agree that we def- 
initely need to stress the community work 
we do. 


Shawn — Asheville 





Well, let’s look way back in our move- 
ment's history, to June of 1993. Toronto 
ARA brings 100+ people to the front door 
of Heritage Front mouthpiece Gary 
Schipper. Before the news cameras, some 
masked protestors smash out some win- 
dows, throw paint bombs and shit. The 
media goes ballistic, calling ARA just as 
bad as nazis, etc. 

Toronto's position is this: ARA is about 
working to expose, oppose and confront 
racism. We can’t take responsibility for 
the actions of every single person who is 
against the Heritage Front and who comes 
to an ARA demo. ARA is not about polic- 
ing anti-racists or deciding for them what 
their response to hate-mongers should be. 
+, when something goes down that we 
can’t play as self-defence: 

“ARA does not police anti-racists or 
decide for them what their response 
should be to people that advocate, 
encourage and attempt to commit geno- 
cide. We are not responsible for the 
actions of all anti-racists. Our job is to 
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undermine racism, not try to control the 
actions of anti-racists.” 


todd 





Sounds good to me. | think it’s right to 
always put the onus for the 

violence on them strategically (no matter 
what happens tactically). | too agree with 
this. while i’m uncomfortable using the 
word extremist and would opt for some- 
thing like organized racist or fascists, gen- 
erally i agree with trying to put the reason 
for our actions squarely on their shoulders. 


There’s a difference between violence and 
racist terror. The point is to point out not 
only the particular consequences of nazi 
“speech” and public organizing, but the 
conscious and deceitful strategy involved 
in their public appearances, which are 
designed to legitimize the dehumanization 
of the people they want to victimize. 





i think we should get away from “rights” 
in our language a little bit. We should 
acknowledge that we all have objectives 
and its for people to take the sides they 
believe in. If the nazis come around try- 
ing to recruit people for the racial holy 
war, then its only the obvious choice to 
shut them down. “Rights”, which don’t 
even exist, are not part of the equation. 


Also, with the “rights” angle it makes the 
appearance that we're making an alliance 
with the state, and that the state should 
shut downcensor “hate speech”. This does 
nothing for us, cuz it makes nazis look like 
the underdog, and the rebel (it supports a 
main tactic in their recruiting 


The actions of any ARA chapter reflect on 
the entire organization. We have already 
had some civil rights groups refuse to 
work with us based on the “violent” repu- 
tation of other chapters... 

We are working hard to build alliances 
between the Cleveland ARA and civil 
rights gay rights activists in our area and 
actually accomplish long range 

cultural change within this city. Such 
alliances would provide more power dur- 
ing protests and generate more response 
from the media and the general public 
against racism, homophobia, anti - 
Semitism and other issues where we are 
trying to promote positive change and 
acceptance for minorities. 


